Friday, October 05, 2012

Update: Mission Moment

Meet the LUM Board President
Faith, Humility, Service, Leadership.

T

hese are words that
describe Lafayette
Urban Ministry
Board member, Debra
Parent. Deb has been on the
LUM Board since 2006 and
is currently serving as the
president. Deb is a
parishioner of St. Mary’s
Church in Lafayette, which
is one of the 42 member
churches of LUM.
Deb Parent, the daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Jacob
Scheeres, grew up in West
Lafayette in a family
intensely focused on faith
and service. Her family
members often traveled to
impoverished nations to
serve the less fortunate. This
had a lasting impact on Deb
and when she graduated
from Purdue University she
felt a calling to do mission
work around the world. Deb
married her childhood
friend, Tom, started a
family, and those travel
plans were put on hold. Her
need to serve and her faith
did not diminish though.

Today, Deb feels that she
was called to serve in her
own backyard instead, and
this is what was truly meant
to be. Deb also states that
her true vocation is first and
foremost her family
especially her four children:
Andre, Marie, Monique and
Luc.
Like many parents, Deb
focused much of her service
on her children’s school
community which also
happened to be affiliated
with her church. Once her
children were older, Deb
began searching for new
ways to engage in the
community. It was
serendipity when her pastor
asked Deb to serve as St.
Mary’s liaison to the LUM
Board.
Deb quickly felt a deep
connection with the mission
of LUM. After a bit of time
on the LUM Board, Deb
also began serving as a case
manager with the
Emergency Shelter for the
Homeless. As a case

manager, Deb meets with
clients of the LUM shelter
once a week to help them
deal with their challenges
and develop the skills to get
on track for a better life.
When asked to share her
journey to the position of
leadership with LUM, Deb
is quick to give credit to the
entire team and diminish her
involvement. But Deb’s
experiences with her family,
with St. Mary’s, and as a
case manager have made her
an effective leader on the
LUM Board.
As the president of the LUM
Board, Deb has focused on
empowering the entire team
of Board members, has
supported new initiatives
defining LUM’s focus on
serving immigrants,
pioneered new marketing
and fundraising initiatives
using social media and
initiated LUM Board
representatives attending the
Community Foundation of
Greater Lafayette board
education series workshops.

Deb shares that her work with LUM has been a blessing and has helped her grow
spiritually. Her daily prayer is to be used effectively by God in anything she does for LUM
or community, so He will say “well done, my good and faithful servant.” The community
has truly been blessed by Deb Parent’s commitment to service especially through her
leadership with LUM.

Heather Hansen returns to LUM
LUM welcomes Heather Hansen back as the director of the
LUM Thanksgiving Celebration. Heather coordinated the
program last Fall and has agreed to take the lead with this
year’s celebration as well. Last year’s Thanksgiving
Celebration was a wonderful success due in large part to
Heather’s leadership, passion for the cause, and event
planning experience.
Heather grew up on a potato farm in Idaho and moved to
the Lafayette area five years ago so her husband could
pursue his PhD in Chemistry at Purdue University. They
hope to finish up in another year and would love to stay in
the Midwest. They have three children and feel that this is a
great place to raise their family. Their oldest is Lydia who
is six years and is attending Kindergarten; Colton is four,
and Jocelyn was just born in June 2012.
Heather has a bachelor’s degree in Public Relations from
Brigham Young University-Idaho and enjoys event
planning. Heather shares, “Working at LUM has been my
dream job.” When she is not working, Heather is home with
her children. Between her work with LUM and with her
children Heather squeezes in some time for serving with her
church, reading, sewing, biking, playing sports and doing
just about anything outdoors.
LUM is thrilled to have someone as talented as Heather
Hansen taking the lead with the planning of this year’s
LUM Thanksgiving Celebration.

LUM Thanksgiving
Celebration
The LUM Annual
Community Thanksgiving
Celebration will be held
Thanksgiving Day at Central
Presbyterian Church. You
may volunteer or contribute
food by clicking HERE.
Call or email Heather
Hansen for more
information at
(765)423-2691 or
hhansen@lafayetteurbanmin
istry.org

Field Trip to Sidewalk Chalk Festival
First Baptist Church of Lafayette, one of the 42 LUM
member churches, sponsors the annual Sidewalk
Chalk Festival turning the sidewalks surround their
church into an artist’s canvas and an outdoor art
gallery for the community. This year’s fifth annual
Festival was September 5 through 9, and despite
occasional rain showers it was a big success.
Cindy Haley, After School Program director, took the students in the LUM After School
Program on a field trip to the Sidewalk Chalk Festival. Click Here to view more Sidewalk
Chalk Festival photo memories courtesy of program volunteer Hank Mohler.

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate.
Questions or comments?
E-mail us at lum@lafayetteurbanministry.org or call (765) 423-2691

Join LUM online —

