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Questions or comments? E-mail or call us 

(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691) 

Join LUM online —  

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online. 

To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives. 

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate. 

Update: On Racial Justice  

NCC Calls for Racial Justice 

In the wake of George Zimmerman’s acquittal of the murder of Trayvon Martin, the 

National Council of Churches joins other people of faith and conscience in a renewed call 

for racial justice.  

This summer as we commemorate the 150th anniversary 

of the Emancipation Proclamation and the 50th 

anniversary of the March on Washington, we are 

reminded that racism is alive and well. We have seen this 

in the Supreme Court’s recent invalidation of parts of the 

Voting Rights Act and now in the shocking impunity 

granted by a Florida jury to a man who stalked and killed 

a black child.  

But even when the headlines fade, we witness every day 

in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities how our culture 

of violence preys upon all of us, with the most deadly 

impact on the lives of people of color. According to the 

Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence, in an average 

year, 100,000 Americans are shot or killed with a gun. 

Thanks, Noon Kiwanis 

The Lafayette Urban Ministry received a check 

for $1,200 from the Noon Kiwanis Club during a 

recent meeting at the MCL Cafeteria in West 

Lafayette.  

The funds are designated for use in the Lafayetter 

Urban Ministry — 5th Quarter Summer Learning 

Retention Program.  

Pictured above are LUM Executive Director Joe 

Micon and Rev. Gary Reif, Past President of the 

Noon Kiwanis. 

Hunger Hike 2013 

“Every step makes a difference 

in the fight against hunger” 

Mark your calendars for  

Hunger Hike 2013 —  

Sunday, September 15th.  

Proceeds from Hunger Hike 2013 

benefits the Lafayette Urban Ministry 

food programs, Food Finders Food 

Bank, and St. Tom’s Haiti Ministry. 

Washington, July 2013 – National Council of Churches President Kathryn Lohre has 

released the following statement following the acquittal of George Zimmerman: 

Every day (on average) 300 Americans are victims of gun violence, with 85 lives taken 

daily as a result. African Americans make up nearly 13 percent of the U.S. population, but 

in 2009 suffered almost 24 percent of all firearm deaths – and over 54 percent of all firearm 

homicides, according to the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence. We confess our 

complicity and seek anew to live our lives according to the example of the Prince of Peace, 

Jesus Christ.  

In these days, and in the months to come, we join in prayer for the family and friends of 

Trayvon Martin, for George Zimmerman and his family and friends, for the members of the 

jury and their family and friends, and for all who have suffered and will continue to suffer 

as a result of this tragedy.  

The day after the shooting death of Trayvon Martin, we, acknowledged “the tragic reality 

that exists for young men of color and their families who, because of their appearance, fear 

they will be victims of violence at the hands of police and others.” As we seek to honor the 

memory of Trayvon Martin, we are called to action to protect the lives of all from fear, 

violence, racism, and injustice. 

May God lead us to live with one another as 

Jesus taught us: not as strangers who shrink 

from one another in fear, but as neighbors 

who reach out to one another with empathy 

and compassion. 

Trayvon Martin 

Since its founding in 1950, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has 

been the leading force for shared ecumenical witness among Christians in the United 

States. The NCC's 37 member communions -- from a wide spectrum of Protestant, 

Anglican, Orthodox, Evangelical, historic African American and Living Peace churches -- 

include 45 million persons in more than 100,000 local congregations in communities 

across the nation. 
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