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Update: St.  Xenia Venerated at LUM  

On Saturday, June 14th, the Knights of Columbus Council 456 

are hosting the “K of C Open” — their annual Charity Golf 

Outing — at the West Lafayette Country Club (formerly the 

Elks Club). LUM is pleased to be named one of the recipients 

of this fundraiser. Here are some ways you may get involved:  

 Hole Sponsorship — $150 

 Golf Cart Sponsorship — $400 

 T-shirt Sponsors — $700 

 Register a Foursome — $300 ($75 per golfer) 

Knights of Columbus — K of C Open 

Please consider supporting this wonderful event while pursuing your two passions — Golf 

& LUM. To register, email or call Brian Wessel (brianwessel@comcast.net | 765.490.7299). 

LUM welcomes new receptionist, Jacqueline 

Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button. 

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us 

(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691) 

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online. 

To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives. 

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate. 

Join LUM online — 

Icon of St. Xenia presentation & blessing 

Don Nead, one of the founding members of the Lafayette Urban 

Ministry and retired Presbyterian campus minister, presented the 

Icon of St. Xenia, the patron saint of St. Petersburg, Russia to 

LUM before a gathering of Board of Directors, friends and staff. 

The presentation of the Icon included the Rite of Blessing of the 

Icon of St. Xenia by Father Gregory Allard of St. Alexis Orthodox 

Church, Lafayette.  

Don Nead shared reflections on his 1988 trip to Russia that 

inspired this historic event. Don Nead pointed out that “in many 

ways, St. Xenia of St. Petersburg was one of the first ‘Urban 

Ministers’ in the life of the Christian Church, focusing her 

ministry on those who were left behind and without help.”  

St. Xenia was widowed at an early age, gave up her wealth and devoted her life to serving 

others – “especially the poor and downtrodden, by sharing the alms which she was given, 

passing them along to the beggars and various sufferers she encountered during her 45 year 

‘ministry.’ She is beloved of all who suffer and a model for those who would mitigate 

suffering.” 

The Icon of St. Xenia is now 

fittingly venerated in the 

office of the Lafayette Urban 

Ministry.  

For the full story of the Icon 

of St. Xenia coming to LUM, 

written by Don Nead, click 

HERE. For more photos from 

the presentation of the Icon of 

St. Xenia to LUM, click 

HERE.  

The Icon of St. Xenia was “written” by Philip Davydov of Sacred Murals Studio in St. 

Petersburg, Russia. 

by Don Nead 

Little is known of her early life. 

Neither the dates of her birth nor her 

death are known. Her birth is believed 

to have been about 1730 and her death 

about 1803. She was married to 

Colonel Andrei Fyodorovich Petrov, 

who served as a court chorister at the 

Saint Andrew Cathedral. Xenia fell 

into great grief upon the death of her 

husband when she was 26 years old.  

The Story of Xenia Grigoryevna Petrova 

Xenia became a “fool for Christ” after her husband’s death and for 45 years wandered 

around the streets of St. Petersburg, usually wearing her late husband’s military uniform. 

She called herself by her husband’s name: Andrei Fyodorovich. She was noted for her 

intercessions in helping those with employment, marriage, the homeless, for fires for 

warmth, for missing children, and for a spouse.  

The canonization of Xenia Grigoryevna Petrova (1719/1730-c.1803) as St. Xenia of St. 

Petersburg was by the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church in 1988, the year of the 

Millennial celebration of the church.  

In many ways St. Xenia of St. Petersburg, was one of the first Urban Ministers in the life of 

the Christian Church, focusing her ministry on those who were left behind and without help. 

Left to Right: Don Nead, Father Gregory Allard, LUM Board 

President Joan Low, and Joe Micon, LUM executive director. 

This summer, LUM 

welcomes new receptionist 

— Jacqueline Bales. 

Jacqueline’s hometown is 

West Lafayette; and she is 

enrolled at Indiana 

University—Bloomington 

majoring in Nonprofit 

Management in the School 

of Public & Environmental 

Affairs. 

Jacqueline commented that “LUM is an amazing agency — organized, well run, and having 

a positive impact on the community each day.” Jacqueline is excited to learn all about LUM 

in preparation for her future career in nonprofit management. LUM is fortunate to have 

someone with Jacqueline’s experience and passion on our team this summer.  

Stop by LUM — and help us welcome Jacqueline. 
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