Thursday, October 9, 2014

Update: From LUM Executive Director
A Promise as Enduring as America

H

By Joe Micon, LUM executive director
ave you heard the one about the busload filled with
homeless families from Chicago that pulled up in front
of LUM because our social services are so great???

While you may not have heard that exact story, I have no
doubt you have heard some variation of it, offered as an (untrue)
explanation for why so many children and families from Chicago,
Lake County, Indiana and Indianapolis have moved to our
community in recent years.
As someone who has gotten to know many of our new neighbors, here’s what they tell me
when I ask why they have come to Lafayette…
 There are jobs to be had in Greater Lafayette
 Our community has safe streets
 Our public schools do a great job of teaching children

Just take a look the next time you use a fast food drive-up window. Make sure to notice who
is filling our hospital housekeeping, home health care or Purdue food service jobs. These are
not the “takers” who come to our community in search of social services. They are women
and men in search of a promise as enduring as America itself - in search of a place where
they can work, learn and grow to the utmost of their God-given potential. And it is right here
in Lafayette where they have chosen to try to fulfill that promise. Compared to where they
have come from, our community is a shining beacon on a hill - a promised land, void of gun
violence, filled with opportunity for their children.
I think the “taker” mentality grows from a place of fear and shouldn’t be nurtured. Instead,
now is the time for our community’s wonderful churches to reach out in fellowship and
support of our new neighbors. Now is certainly the time to adequately resource our public
schools and teachers to help them meet the challenges facing their new students. It’s time for
employers to make sure that hard work is rewarded with fair pay and good benefits.
More than anything, it is time for us to confront the false stereotypes and more fully
understand what it is that has brought so many new neighbors to our community. That’s
what I think - I’d love to hear from you! Email me at jmicon@lumserve.org.

Delta Delta Chapter of Sigma Chi Serves LUM
Special thanks to the
men of the Delta Delta
chapter of Sigma Chi
fraternity for serving
LUM this past
Saturday— raking,
mowing, pulling
weeds, trimming
hedges and working
on a bulk mailing. See
more photos, click
HERE.

Jubilee Christmas—Volunteer Opportunities
There’s only 76 days until Christmas — so the
countdown to Jubilee Christmas has begun.
LUM Jubilee Christmas is Saturday, December
13—and there are many opportunities to get
involved before then.
Volunteers ar e needed for the following:
 Phone Registration—Monday-Friday, October 20-24 from 4:30-7:30 p.m.; Training

on Thursday, October 17 at 5:30 p.m.

 Donation Center—accept donations of toys, etc.—Thursday, November 20—

Tuesday, December 9 (1 - 5 p.m.) weekdays except Thanksgiving Thursday and
Friday; Host pick up day—Thursday, December 11 from 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

If you are interested in volunteering with Phone Registration or accepting toys in our
Donation Center, please email us at jubilee@lumserve.org or call 765.423.2691.
Other important dates for Jubilee Christmas planning
are as follows:
 Coordinators 1st Meeting— TONIGHT—

Thursday, October 9 (7:00 p.m.) LUM Office,
420 N 4th Street, Lafayette
 Phone Registration Volunteer Training—
Thursday, October 16
 Phone Registration— Monday-Friday, October
20-24 (4:30 - 7:30 p.m.)
 Coordinators Meeting— Thursday, November 13 (7:00 p.m.) LUM Office, 420 N 4th

Street, Lafayette

 Donations Accepted— Thursday, November 20 – Tuesday, December 9 (1 - 5 p.m.)

weekdays except Thanksgiving Thursday and Friday

 Host sites Pick-Up— Thursday, December 11 (9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)
 Jubilee Christmas Day— Saturday, December 13 (times vary by host)

On Jubilee Christmas Day, parents of 1,800 local children will select new toys and clothing
that they will share with their kids on Christmas morning. Each family will also receive a
ham, home-baked Christmas cookies, and a food certificate.
To make a monetary donation to Jubilee Christmas now, click HERE.

Double Your Donation in November 2014
During the month of November, Denver Mattress Co. has
agreed to match all gifts to the Lafayette Urban Ministry
shelter up to $2,500. To participate in this match
opportunity you must donate online through the Denver
Mattress website. The donation site will be launched on
November 1, 2014 at midnight at which time you may take
advantage of this incredible opportunity to double your
donation to the LUM. emergency shelter.

T h a n k Yo u

For more information call or email Joe Micon
(765-423-2691 | jmicon@lumserve.org).

Cash Donations, Food Donations, and Volunteers are needed now for the Lafayette Urban
Ministry Annual Community Thanksgiving Celebration on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday,
November 27) at Central Presbyterian Church, Lafayette, from noon to 2 p.m.
More than 800 people will be served, and you may be a part of this special program by
making a monetary donation, contributing food and supplies, and volunteering.
Donate and sign up today by clicking HERE. For more information, click HERE.

Tri-N-Run Turkey Trot 5K benefits LUM
Start your holiday off on the right foot by joining
us for the Tri-N-Run Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk
on Thanksgiving morning (11/27) at 8 a.m. at the
Lafayette Golf Course (800 Golfview Road).
Turkey Trot 5K proceeds benefit Lafayette Urban
Ministry, & it’s presented by Midwest Rentals.
Runners, walkers, strollers, and dogs are welcome!
TNR Turkey Trot 5K details are as follows:
 Must register by November 9th to be guaranteed a TNR Turkey Trot 5K T-Shirt
 Registration Fee: Adults—$25 Prior to October 31st, $30 thereafter; Youth—$10 (ages

10 and younger) with no T-shirt

 Packet Pick-Up; Wednesday, November 26th from 4-6 p.m. at Tri-N-Run (13 N Earl

Ave, Lafayette)

 Day of Race: Check-In—6:30 - 7:30 a.m.; Race time—8 a.m.

Thanks to our participants’ generosity and support of the past two Thanksgiving Day 5Ks,
Tri-N-Run has been able to donate $9,700 to local charities. TNR is excited to see what this
year will bring! Tri-N-Run is honored to be able to organize this event to raise funds in
support of a great local cause. As a community TNR has the opportunity to celebrate a day
of thanksgiving while helping those in our community who are in need.
More information, click HERE. To register for the TNR Turkey Trot 5K, click HERE.

Community Bowling Night for LUM (11/8)
Join the us for the Josh Lindblom Foundation Community Bowling Night.
It’s a night of fun & bowling to support Lafayette Urban Ministry & three additional local
nonprofit organizations. Community Bowling Night details are following:
 Date/Time: Satur day, November 8th at 6 p.m.
 Place: Mike Aulby’s Arrowhead Bowl
 Tickets: $50 Bowling; $40 Non-bowling; $20





Kids (13 & younger).
Silent Auction
Food & drink
Professional & Local Athletes Meet & Greet
All Ages are Welcome

Tickets include heavy appetizers and two drinks.
To purchase tickets or get more information, click
HERE.

Join LUM online —
Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button.

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691)

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online.
To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives.
Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate.

