Thursday, November 20, 2014

Update: Community Connections
LUM Board & Mayor Discuss Homeless Services
The Lafayette Urban Ministry Board of
Directors was pleased to welcome Lafayette
Mayor Tony Roswarski to its November
meeting for the purpose of discussing issues
related to services to the homeless in
Lafayette. In particular, the LUM board was
interested in learning more about the city’s
planned engagement center for the homeless
so that LUM will be better prepared to
coordinate services on behalf of our homeless
shelter guests and case management clients.
Since its opening in 1984, the LUM
emergency shelter has served 10,000 different
homeless individuals who have been our
guests a combined total of 200,000 times. In
2013, LUM served 636 guests who stayed
with us, on average, 18 nights each.
The mission of the LUM emergency shelter is to help homeless individuals move off the
street into our shelter, then out of our shelter into a more self-sufficient living arrangement.
LUM accomplishes this through professional case management services that last year served
315 of our 636 guests. In 2013, 1,460 volunteers served overnight at the LUM emergency
shelter.
Mayor Roswarski thanked LUM for being such a valuable partner with the city in helping to
improve the lives of those in our community who have no permanent place to stay.
When asked about the specific services that would be offered in the new engagement center,
the mayor said “It depends if it would be family housing, if it would be something for
veterans, maybe it’s permanent supportive housing for people who are mentally ill, so you’d
have to look at the funding sources that are legally allowed to be used for those types of
activities.” The mayor said a location for the engagement center has not been decided on or
even if the engagement center will have a location, saying it is possible the engagement
center could be more of a “process.” He believes it will take several years before the center
is up and running.
Mayor Roswarski told the LUM board that his hope is that the services offered through the
new engagement center would have the result of lowering the numbers of homeless
individuals in our community needing to rely upon LUM for emergency shelter and case
management services.
He also shared that the engagement center would not duplicate services to the homeless that
are already in place and working well.
The Lafayette Urban
Ministry Board of
Directors is comprised of
one representative from
each of our 42 member
churches. Several of those
churches are represented
by their pastor while others
send lay leadership.
The shelter is but one of 16
different service programs
offered by LUM.
Those programs include the Good Samaritan Fund, St. John’s/LUM Food Pantry, Tax
Preparation Services, LUM Legal Immigration Clinic, Jubilee Christmas, Community
Thanksgiving Celebration, Asset Building Classes, and a full offering of youth services such
as the LUM After School Program, 5th Quarter Summer Learning Retention Program, LUM
Summer Camp and the Achieve Stay-in School Program for at risk junior and senior high
school students.

LUM Client Corner—Tax Assistance Program
Meet Lewis Perrick from Lafayette. Lewis is a client
of the LUM Tax Assistance Program.
Like many, Lewis came to LUM for assistance with
submitting his IRS income tax forms but soon
discovered it was going to be more complicated. He
worked with our trained income tax volunteers to not
only submitted last year’s taxes but also previous
year’s as well.
The final paperwork was submitted last week, and
Lewis is thankful for the professional help he
received from LUM to put this all behind him.
If you wish to volunteer with or donate to the LUM
Income Tax Assistance program, click HERE.

Jubilee Christmas Donation Centers OPEN
LUM Jubilee Christmas is Saturday, December
13th, and the Toy Donation Center opens today.
The main Donation Center is at the LUM Ray
Ewry Youth Center (525 N 4th Str eet,
Lafayette), and it’s open Monday-Friday fr om
now until December 9th from 1-5 p.m. (closed
Thanksgiving Thursday and Friday).
Please consider picking up some items for our
Jubilee Christmas kids (new only please).
Here is what is needed:
 Toys, games, dolls, books, action figures, Legos, bicycles, musical equipment,

sports equipment, crafts, art supplies, etc.

 Family Gifts like blankets, quilts, DVDs, Board Games, Video Game Systems,

TV’s, DVR’s, large jigsaw puzzles, outdoor family games, sports equipment

 Wrapping paper, Tape, Batteries
 Clothes, coats, boots, gloves, scarves—for toddlers, young children & tweens
 $30 Gift cards for Teens

To make a monetary donation to LUM Jubilee Christmas, click HERE.
Locations of the other Jubilee
Christmas Donation Centers ar e as
follows:

LUM Thanksgiving Needs

Community Yoga
482 W Navajo Street, West Lafayette
765-201-0494

The LUM Annual Community Thanksgiving
Celebration is scheduled for Thanksgiving Day,
Thursday, November 27, from noon to 2 p.m. at
Central Presbyterian Church in Lafayette — and
LUM needs your help to make it a success.

Debonair Hair & Nail Salon
3100 Ferry Street, Lafayette
765-447-6926
Dollar General #14650
3215 S 18th Street, Lafayette
765-807-2957
Greyhouse Coffee & Supply Co.
100 Northwestern Avenue, West
Lafayette
765-743-5316

More than 800 people will be served, and there are
opportunities for you to help — make a monetary
donation, contribute food & supplies, and volunteer.
Monetary donations are needed to make this event
as successful as in the past. To get more information
about this special community, go to
www.lumserve.org. Please give today—click
HERE.

Olive Garden
4151 South Street, Lafayette
765-447-0074

Volunteer Shelter Coordinator Openings
Be a LUM Volunteer Shelter Coordinator
The LUM Emergency Homeless Shelter has openings for volunteer
Weekend Coordinators with flexible hours.
 Weekend Coordinators
—Responsible for managing the LUM overnight shelter one or
more Friday or Saturday nights a month from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m.;
sleep from 11 p.m. – 6 a.m. provided no emergencies occur.
Coordinator supervises shelter guests and volunteers; and are
fully trained prior to first shift.
If you’re interested or need more information, please call or email Joyce
Fasani, LUM shelter director (765.423.2691 | jfasani@lumserve.org).
{Please share with others}

1500 lbs. of Locally Grown Apples Donated
Special Thanks to Jonathan Gortat, Elizabeth
Hart-Wells & Sally Ross from the Purdue
Office of Technology Commercialization for
their donation of apples to the St. John’s/LUM
Food Pantry. They picked them from the
Purdue Apple Orchards and delivered over
1500 pounds. Freshly picked, locally grown
apples are such a blessing to the families
served by the St. John’s/LUM Food Pantry.
For information on how you may donate to the
St. John’s/LUM Food Pantry, click HERE.

“Help the Lafayette Homeless” benefits LUM
Special Thanks to Criselda Marquez who launched an online fundraiser to purchase new
towels for the LUM Emergency Shelter.
Criselda exceeded her goal to
“Help the Homeless of
Lafayette” and was able to
donate 50 bath towels, 28
hand towels & 48 wash
clothes — all brand new.
What a wonderful gift.
Thanks, Criselda.

Pictured L to R: Criselda Marquez, Joyce Fasani, LUM
shelter director & Joe Micon, LUM executive director.

If you wish to make a
donation to the LUM
emergency shelter, click
HERE.

Join LUM online —

Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button.

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691)

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online.
To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives.
Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate.

