
Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Update: Grant Awarded to LUM  

40 Year Remembrance—Operation Babylift 

Forty years ago this month as the war in Vietnam was finally 
coming to an end, President Ford initiated Operation Babylift, 
a project to move thousands of orphaned children out of the 
region. Unfortunately the inaugural Operation Babylift flight 
ended in tragedy crashing within minutes of takeoff. One 
hundred and thirty-eight infants, flight crew and caregivers 
died in the this plane crash including Capt. Mary T. Klinker — 
Lafayette native. She was enlisted as a flight nurse responsible 
for caring for the children during their transport to the 
Philippines.  

Klinker (pictured left) was 27-years-old when she died and 
was the last nurse and the only member of the US Air Force 
Nurse Corps to be killed in Vietnam.  

Mary Klinker was the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Klinker from Lafayette. She lived in 
Lafayette most of her life, was a member of St. Lawrence Church, and graduated from 
Central Catholic High School & St. Elizabeth School of Nursing. Klinker served in the Air 
Force as a flight nurse, instructor and flight examiner from 1969 until her death on April 4, 
1975 — 40 years ago this month. 

Lafayette Urban Ministry is pleased to provide office space to the Mary T. Klinker Veterans 
Resource Center and to work in partnership with this organization to find permanent 
housing solutions for veterans who are guests in the LUM Emergency Shelter.  

READ more about Capt. Mary T. Klinker, click HERE.  

Purdue Nursing Students Support LUM Shelter  

The Purdue School of Nursing Student 
Council & the Nursing Christian 
Fellowship recently collected health & 
personal care products for the guests of 
the LUM Emergency Shelter as a part of 
their Spring 2015 Service Project.  

Samantha Huron, co-president of the 
Nursing Student Council shared that “as 
nurses, we appreciate everything the 
Lafayette Urban Ministry does for the 
community and this is our way of giving 
back.” 

Gifts like these are important to the operation of the shelter and much needed items for the 
shelter guests. Thanks to the Purdue nurses for thinking of LUM and our shelter guests. If 
you or your group wishes to support the LUM Emergency Shelter, click HERE for more 
information. 

{Pictured above (L to R) are Suzanne Barry, NSC treasurer; Joyce Fasani, shelter director; Samantha 
Huron, NSC co-president; & Cynthia L. Bozich Keith, clinical associate professor & NSC faculty 
advisor.} 

Wyandotte Welcomes LUM Executive Director 

Outreach is an important 
part of the LUM mission. 
The staff of Lafayette 
Urban Ministry often get 
invited to speak to 
classes, churches and 
civic groups — about the 
services of LUM and 
ways to get engaged and 
make an investment in 
your community through 
LUM.  

Recently Joe Micon, LUM executive director, was invited to Mrs. Kelly Garrett’s combined 
second & third grade HA class at Wyandotte Elementary School to get the students excited 
about serving (with their family members) those in need right here in their own community. 
Thanks to Mrs. Garrett’s students at Wyandotte for being so excited & eager to learn.  

For more information on the LUM outreach initiative, email lum@lumserve.org or call 
765.423.2691 

Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking 
Subscribe button. 

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us 
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691) 

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online. 

To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives. 

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate. 

Join LUM online — 

LUM Students Benefit from Community Grant 

Lafayette Urban Ministry is thrilled report that the 
Community Foundation of Greater Lafayette has 
awarded LUM a Tier 3 Discretionary Grant for 
$6,522. LUM has used this grant money to purchase 
30 new Chromebooks and a charging cabinet for  
use with the students enrolled in the LUM educational 
enrichment programs —  

the LUM After School Program, 5th Quarter Summer Learning Program, Achieve! Stay-in-
School Program, and LUM Camp.  

The LUM Emergency Shelter has an immediate opening for a Volunteer 
Live-in Coordinator. The benefits of the Live-in Coordinator include an 
efficiency apartment, utilities, cable TV, phone, internet, meals, and use of 
laundry facilities. LUM also offers this volunteer position a $400 monthly 
stipend. The Volunteer Live-in Coordinator is on duty 8:00 p.m. until 7:00 
a.m., Sunday through Thursday; sleeps those nights from 11:00 p.m. – 6:00 
a.m.; and is available for consultation throughout the night. The Volunteer 
Live-in Coordinator supervises the shelter guests, directs and oversees the 
work of the shelter volunteers; & is on call 24/7. Interested persons should 
email or call the Shelter Director, Joyce Fasani (jfasani@lumserve.org | 
765.423.2691). Please share this position announcement with qualified 
individuals. For more information, click HERE. 

Shelter Coordinator—Immediate Opening 

Please share this opportunity with others. 

THIS Saturday (May 2), St. John’s Episcopal 
Church & Trinity United Methodist Church will be 
hosting World Labyrinth Day from noon to 4 p.m.
(6th Street between North St & Ferry St, Lafayette). 

World Labyrinth Day is a global celebration of the 
labyrinth on the first Saturday of May — that brings 
people together in celebration of the labyrinth as a 
symbol, a tool, a passion or a practice.  

THIS Saturday—World Labyrinth Day 

As part of this celebration you are invited to Walk as One at 1 to effect a rolling wave of 
labyrinth walking as the earth turns. Walk our indoor and outdoor labyrinths. Watch a 30-
minute film, Rediscovering the Labyrinth, which will be shown throughout the day as well 
as the 60-minute film, Labyrinths: Their Mystery and Magic will also be shown. Indoor 
activities will be located at St. John’s and Trinity. Among them will be meditation space, 
movies, and the opportunity to try finger & sand labyrinth activities and to walk a large 
indoor labyrinth.  

For more information, please call St. John’s Episcopal Church at 765.742.4079 or Trinity 
United Methodist Church at 765.742.1288. 

These new Chromebooks will be a significant upgrade to the curriculum of these programs 
and will enhance the learning experience of our students. Many thanks to the Community 
Foundation of Greater Lafayette for their support of LUM and our students. 

If you wish to invest in the LUM educational enhancement programs, click HERE. 

Rajiv Samagon and Lauren Combs, representing the Delta 
Delta Chapter of Sigma Chi & Gamma Iota Chapter of 
Delta Gamma at Purdue University, respectively, presented 
Layette Urban Ministry with a gift of $1,120.94 from the 
Puppies on the Porch event held earlier this year. 

“Puppies on the Porch” was a fundraiser where Sigma Chi 
& Delta Gamma invited the campus and community to visit 
their porch and hang out with lots of adorable and huggable 
puppies — for only $5.  

Sigma Chi & Delta Gamma request that the money to be 
used to support the LUM Jubilee Christmas program; and 
they hope to be involved as a host site as well. 

Thanks to the members of both Sigma Chi and Delta 
Gamma for selecting LUM as a recipient of this creative 
and fun program at Purdue. 

If you wish to make a donation to LUM, click HERE.  

{Pictured (L to R): Rajiv Samagon, Lauren Combs & Joe Micon, 
LUM executive director.} 

Gift to LUM from Sigma Chi & Delta Gamma  

LUM Clean Up Day—Service from Sigma Chi 

Recently members of the Delta 
Delta Chapter of Sigma Chi 
Fraternity at Purdue, spent a 
weekend day doing some spring 
cleaning on the grounds of the 
LUM buildings on 4th Street in 
Lafayette.  

{Pictured here (L to R) are Sigma Chi 
members Matt Rittman, Dexter Odle & 
Hernan Martinez.} 

Thanks, Sigma Chi. 
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