
 

The Seed, August 2015     

Published by the Lafayette Urban Ministry 
August 2015 

 

On July 29, twenty very special LUM Camp friends 
and donors joined with members of the LUM Board to 
spend a fun evening together with our campers and 
staff.  Our guests enjoyed returning to their childhood for 
a few hours of camp songs, skits and great camp 
food!  After supper, our guests scooped out ice cream 
sundaes for our campers, then joined them for an 
energetic concert performance by the talented Michael 
Kelsey. 

LUM Camp is an overnight summer camp for boys 
and girls, 8, 9 and 10 years old.  They are children who 
come from families served by the Lafayette Urban 
Ministry.  Our camp includes all the traditional activities 
a great camp should: morning chapel, horseback riding, 
swimming, hiking, campfires and an outstanding staff of 

camp counselors. 
        But along with these, 
LUM Camp focuses on 
education.  Our 2015 camp 
taught our campers about 
the wildlife, trees and plants 
that are native to 
Indiana.  Our theme was 
“For the Beauty of the 
Earth.” Campers learned 
from Purdue Forestry and 

Entomology experts.  Indiana Department of Natural 
Resource staff educated the children about local wildlife. 
Our reading assignments included stories of people who 
dedicated their lives to the conservation of our natural 
resources.  
 “Thank you” to everyone who helped make LUM 
Camp 2015 possible. Through your gifts of camperships, 
or through your volunteer time, you have provided our 
LUM Campers with a positive, life-changing experience 
that they will cherish and remember forever! 

 

  

 

“Thank You” 
Franciscan  
St. Elizabeth Health 
Care!  
      

 The Lafayette Urban Ministry 
shelter for the homeless is open and available every 
night of the year to those in our community who are 
chronically homeless.  We provide a simple supper and 
breakfast, access to showers, personal care supplies and 
case management services designed to help individuals 
leave our shelter for more permanent living situations. 
     While we are grateful for all those who contribute 
time, talent and treasure to keep our shelter open, one of 
our most valuable gifts are the sheets, pillowcases and 
blankets provided to us by Franciscan St. Elizabeth 
Hospital.  More than 12,000 sets were delivered then 
picked up for laundering last year alone.  The hospital 
has been providing our linens for more than twenty 
years!  In addition to this wonderful gift, the hospital 
also provides a meal to our shelter guests twice each 
month.  “Thank you” Franciscan St. Elizabeth 
Hospital.  Your gifts are a very real sign of God’s Grace 
to all those we serve in our shelter. 

A music video of LUM Camp 2015 will be posted online by 
5:00 pm, Friday, July 31.  Go to www.lumserve.org 



      For me, summer at LUM has 
so far meant, purchasing and 
helping to install new computers 
for staff, helping to transfer our 
databases to an online host, in-
stallation of new security camer-
as at the shelter and making sure 
LUM’s programs continue to run 
smoothly through a heavy sched-
ule of staff summer vaca-
tions.  There has been the park-

ing lot sealing and line painting project, several church 
youth groups involved in service projects, repair of an A/
C unit, new seals on the shelter’s commercial refrigerator 
and our maintenance director’s safe removal of three 
large ornamental pear trees from the LUM property 
(whew!).                      
 
      Speaking engagements at LUM member churches and 
local civic organizations have been numerous.  And of 
course there are the perpetual fundraising responsibilities 
required by an organization the size and scope of  LUM. 
As you read this, I will be directing LUM Camp at beauti-
ful Hanging Rock Camp in Warren County enjoying the 
company of 85 energetic campers and a staff of 30 dedi-
cated counselors.                           
 
      Even in the summer, when the livin’ is supposed to be 
easy, LUM moves forward at a sure and steady pace. 
Through it all though, it remains the faces and stories of 
LUM that, for me, are the most important part of this 
summer.                                        
 

 This morning, LUM’s Good Samaritan fund paid 
for a bus ticket for a terminally ill man who needed to 
go to Oklahoma to spend his final weeks in the care 
of his brother. 

 
 

 

Summer at LUM - Faces and Stories 
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 A LUM staff member reports that our new Legal 
Immigration Clinic has successfully navigated the 
federal bureaucracy on behalf of a woman seeking US 
citizenship. She is scheduled to take her citizenship 
oath next month! 

 
 LUM’s Executive Council recently toured our 5th 
Quarter Summer Learning Retention Program.  How 
impressed they were to see our young students so 
engaged with their teachers and using LUM’s new 
Chromebooks and online educational software as 
learning tools. 

 
 LUM’s emergency shelter has been utilized more 
than usual this summer because of heavy rains and 
flooding.  How grateful each guest is to have a safe 
and dry place to spend the night and to get cleaned 
up. 

 
 The summer produce has started to arrive at the 
St. John’s/LUM Food Pantry.  Fresh and healthful 
vegetables are such a blessing for those who don’t 
always know where the next meal is coming from. 

 
 After weeks of navigating bureaucratic red tape, 
documents finally arrived at LUM that will allow a 
LUM shelter guest to receive her photo ID.  She is 
overjoyed to finally be able to apply for work and 
look forward to a home of her own! 

  
       
      How grateful I am for all that you make possible here 
at LUM.  For the accomplishments that are common and 
routine - but especially for the faces and stories that 
express God’s Grace. 
 

 

Me, a Volunteer LUM Case Manager??? 

Have you ever thought that you might have the skillset and personality to help homeless individuals reconnect with 
family and friends?  Perhaps you have a desire to work with those who struggle with addiction or face mental health 
challenges?  Perhaps you have a special ability to cut through agency red tape on another’s behalf?  If so, then being a 
case management volunteer at LUM might be for you. 
 
Training dates:  August 25, 27 

 September 1, 3, 8, 10 
Time:     2:00pm to 4:00pm 
Location:              LUM Program Office, 420 N. 4th Street, Lafayette 
 
We ask that you make a commitment to serve at least one day per week from 2:00pm to 4:00pm for a period of one 
year. Sound interesting?  Contact Joe Micon at 423-2691 or email jmicon@lumserve.org 

mailto:jmicon@lumserve.org
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Straight Talk on Immigration 

Recently, LUM in partnership with the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana sponsored a forum on immigration entitled, 
Straight Talk Regarding President Obama’s Executive Order on Immigration. The forum was well attended by a diverse 
group, many of whom were seeking information about a personal immigration matter. 
Several of the attendees were from LUM member churches as well as elected officials like Indiana State Representative 
Sheila Klinker. The panel of legal experts (including a representative from the Indiana Attorney General’s Office) of-
fered general information, clarification on the status of the executive order as well as advice on getting through various 
processes. The forum was hosted and moderated by the director of the LUM Immigration Clinic, Susan Brouillette. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Follow LUM Online… 
www.facebook.com/LUMserve 
www.twitter.com/LUMserve 
www.linkedin.com/company/lafayette-
urban-ministry/ 
www.youtube.com/user/LUMserve 
 
Subscribe to LUM eNewsletter by fill-
ing out the online form at http://
lumserve.org/LUM Enewsletter Form.htm 
 

Thanks to our expert panelists 
(pictured from left to right): 
Christian Gallo, attorney; Abigail 
Kuzma, Assistant Attorney General & 
Chief Counsel of the Victim Services 
& Outreach Division of Indiana 
Attorney General’s office; Kevin 
Muñoz, attorney; Joe Micon, LUM 
executive director; Dora Tobar, 
director, Pastoral Office for Family 
Life and Hispanic Ministry, Diocese of 
Lafayette in Indiana; and Arturo 
Rodriguez, attorney; as well as our 
interpreter, Hector Avilla 

 

LUM Spanish Conversation Table Resumes on September 16 

Between February and April of this year life long learners gathered at the LUM Ray Ewry Youth Center during lunch to 
learn/improve their Spanish.  The intention of the class was to help native English speakers connect with their Spanish 
speaking neighbors. The program  was led by Ayuda Y Aprende service learning students Corynne Lindsey and Shannon 
Nycum under the supervision of Ayuda y Aprende coordinator Kely Paez Urbano.    We received very positive feedback 
and many of the participants indicated that they plan to return when the program resumes in September.  One participant 
shared that "the pace of the class was great and that information and exercises made the class interesting."   
 

The Wednesday series, which is free and open to the public, is currently on summer break.  It is ideal for both beginners 
as well as those wanting to refresh their knowledge in a relaxed, casual atmosphere. Each conversation table focuses on 
different topics such as shopping, eating out, directions, or conversing with a medical professional, etc.  Participants are 
welcome to bring along a friend and a brown bag lunch.  We hope you'll consider joining us on September 16th when the 
weekly series resumes. For more information, send an email to Susan Brouillette at sbrouillette@lumserve.org. 
 

Left to right:  Corynne Lindsey, Rosemar ie 
Goonewardene, Shannon Nycum, Kely Paez Urbano, Adelia 
Yenser Sorge. 
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Briefly Noted... 

      Recently, 45 “fellows” from the Benjamin Franklin Sum-
mer Institute at Purdue spent the morning learning about non-
profit organizations and volunteering at Lafayette Urban Min-
istry. Ten U.S. Fellows (aged 16 to 18) joined 36 international 
Fellows from Europe for 18 days in the summer to learn about 
US culture, democracy and civic engagement. The fellows 
learned about the programs & services offered by LUM and 
our partnership with 42 member churches on behalf of working families and at-risk children. The students engaged in vari-
ous projects to clean and enhance LUM in both of our buildings and all of our grounds. The Ben Franklin Summer Institute 
is directed by Anatoli Rappaport, associate professor of Curriculum & Instruction in the College of Education at Purdue. 
LUM extends sincere appreciation to all of the Ben Franklin Institute students for their interest in and service to Lafayette 
Urban Ministry. 
 

      Linda Hicks has celebrated her 10th anniversary as a staff member with Lafayette Urban Ministry!
Linda’s primary responsibilities at LUM include serving as the morning receptionist, overseeing the data-
entry volunteers at the St. John’s/LUM Food Pantry, and is the assistant director of LUM Camp. Linda can 
also be found sharing her musical gifts with LUM as a regular performer at the annual LUM Good Samaritan 
Fund Follies. Linda serves this community through LUM in a very special way. She is often the first person 
who greets our neighbors in need. We are fortunate to have her as an integral part of the LUM team. 
 

     Please join us in welcoming Emmy Rawson to the LUM staff this summer. Emmy is from 
Muncie, Indiana. She is a fulltime student at Purdue University, West Lafayette. At Purdue, Emmy is study-
ing cellular and molecular engineering in the College of Agriculture and the College of Science. Emmy 
hopes to someday use her experience at LUM and her education to be an advocate for others in need. Em-
my is also an athlete. She is a member of the Purdue University swim team. Emmy competes in the butter-
fly. LUM is thrilled to welcome Emmy to our team. 

mailto:lum@LafayetteUrbanMinistry.org

