
Thursday, February 18, 2016  

Update:  Meet Our Tax Volunteer  

Meet Andrea — Volunteer Tax Preparer 

Volunteers are an integral part of the LUM Income 
Tax Assistance Program; and this year, 15 LUM 
volunteers studied and received IRS certification to 
prepare tax returns. It’s a big commitment of their 
time and effort, but the return for volunteers is big 
too. Today we’d like to shine a spotlight on one of 
our superstars — Andrea Schmidt.  

Originally from Waukegan, Illinois, Andrea earned 
a BS from Northwestern University (Elementary 
Education/Linguistics) and a Master’s in Education 
from University of Illinois, Chicago. She and her 
husband, David, moved to Lafayette in 1992 so he 
could take a job as a physician in private practice 
after 11 years as an US Air Force physician.  

She then earned an associate’s degree in paralegal studies from Ivy Tech Community 
College and was a paralegal for over 10 years. Andrea and David, both now retired, have 
three grown sons – John, who lives in Phoenix; and Christian and Peter, who live in 
Lafayette. They have six grandchildren – two from each of their son. 

Andrea has volunteered at LUM for six of the past seven tax seasons. She donates 15 hours 
of her time each week. “I enjoy helping people in such a real and tangible way. For some of 
my clients, a full one-third of their annual income comes from the tax refund we are able to 
secure for them through LUM. And because we don’t charge for our service, low-income 
wage earners are much more likely to file their returns.” 

Andrea says the best part about his volunteer work in the LUM Tax Assistance Program is 
that it helps her to better understand the lives of low-income wage earners. “My stereotypes 
are challenged every time I come to LUM. I am amazed by how hard people work and how 
far they are able to stretch their limited dollars. It’s a real eye opener.” The remainder of the 
year, Andrea volunteers with the LUM Good Samaritan Program. 

If you wish to give to the LUM Tax Assistance Program, click HERE. 

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online. 

To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives. 

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate. 

Join LUM online — 

Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button. 
If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this email. 

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us 
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691) 

Meet Gina — New LUM Shelter Director 

Gina Williams is the new program director for the 
LUM Emergency Shelter. She is responsible for 
the management of and intake process for the 
overnight emergency shelter and the Winter 
Warming Station and oversees the Sunday Noon 
Meal. 

Gina grew up in Indianapolis and now lives in 
Lafayette with her dog of 12 years, Yoshi. She 
earned a Bachelor's degree from Purdue 
University in psychology and is currently earning 
her Master of Social Work degree at Indiana 
University, Indianapolis.  

Gina is excited about her new role with Lafayette Urban Ministry because it gives her an 
opportunity to work with people, which is an important part of her life. She shares that she 
finds inspiration in her co-workers and the mission of LUM. "It feels good to work in an 
environment full of people that really care about the community, and to be part of an 
organization that has so many wonderful programs aimed at meeting the needs of our 
community." 

In addition to her work with LUM, Gina has volunteered with the Crisis Center and the 
Area IV Senior Games. In her free time, Gina enjoys sewing and hanging out with Yoshi.  

THIS SUNDAY — Music Ministries Concert  

First United Methodist Church presents the 4th Annual Music Ministries 
Concert — in support of LUM — 1:30 p.m. THIS Sunday, February 21 
at First United Methodist Church (1700 SR 26W, West Lafayette). The 
Music Ministries Concert is FREE — & features children, youth, adults, 
choral, instrumental, and hand bells. A free will offering will be 
collected, and half of the collection will benefit LUM. Don’t miss this 
special event. For more information, please call (765) 743-1285. 

Thanks, Eagles 347—Gatsby Valentine’s Ball 

This past Saturday, the Lafayette Fraternal Order of Eagles 347 sponsored the Gatsby 
Valentine’s Ball. The event included dinner , live music, dancing, silent auction, photo 
booth & more. Everyone dressed in “Gatsby” attire and had a great time celebrating 
Valentine’s Day. All of the proceeds from the event will be donated to LUM. Thanks so 
much to the Eagles 347 members—especially the Gatsby planning committee—and all who 
attended the Gatsby Valentine’s Ball {pictured above; photo courtesy of Erin Freeland}.  

Trinity United Methodist Church in downtown Lafayette is seeking a  
Part-time Maintenance person (15 hours a week or  less). 

A full description of the position is available on the website of Trinity United 
Methodist Church (www.trinitylafayette.org).  

Interested persons may also call the church office at (765) 742-1288 for more 
information. 

Trinity UMC—Part-time Maintenance Needed 

Gina is already in demand in the 
community. Mrs. Kim Pinto at 
Burnett Creek Elementary School 
(Tippecanoe School Corporation) 
recently invited her to teach all 
about homelessness to her 
combined 2nd/3rd grade, high 
ability class {pictured left}. Mrs. 
Pinto shared that Gina did a great 
job and the students loved her.  

LUM is fortunate to have Gina 
Williams join the team. 

The fifth annual LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies is a 
lighthearted evening of fine dining, entertainment, fun & 
great fellowship — on Friday, April 15. This year, the LUM 
Good Samaritan Fund Follies will not disappoint. There will 
be a lovely dinner, entertainment (also known as Follies), 
and a silent auction — and the best part of all is that 100% 
of the proceeds goes to the LUM Good Samaritan Fund, an 
emergency financial assistance program. 

Make your reservations TODAY—online at 
www.lumserve.org/follies or by calling the LUM Office at 
(765) 423-2691. This year’s donation is $45 per person; 
$360 per table (maximum: 8).  

If you are not able to attend the "LUM Follies" but still wish 
to make a donation to the LUM Good Samaritan Fund  
— go to www.lumserve.org/donate.  

LUM “Follies” — Mark Your Calendars 
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