
Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Update:  Tax Assistance —  Stats  So Far  

Tax Assistance Program — In Full Swing 

It’s tax time at LUM – so the office is bustling. Each 
year LUM partners with the IRS to bring free, quality, 
tax return preparation services to hundreds in our 
community. In just five weeks, the LUM Tax Assistance 
Program has had a tremendous positive impact on our 
community. Some interesting statistics so far are as 
follows: 

 Total Income Tax Returns Filed - 397 
 Total Earned Income Credit - $340,024 
 Average Adjusted Gross Income - $19,058 
 Total Refund Amount - $878,309 

Last year, 790 joint and individual returns were 
prepared; and $1.6+ million in refunds and credits were 
returned to local households—and back into our local 
economy. 

LUM would not be able to offer this service without the 
skilled, trained volunteers who make this important 
LUM program such a success each year. The 2016 LUM 
Tax Assistance Program is led by Marilyn Zerbes 
(pictured above). 

For more information on the LUM Tax Assistance 
Program or how YOU can volunteer, click HERE or call 
765.423.2691. To make an investment in the LUM Tax 
Assistance program and make a donation, click HERE. 

Why is the  
LUM Tax Assistance 

Program so important? 

 Lower wage workers 
wouldn’t be able to afford 
having their tax returns done 
professionally 

 Much of federal & state 
support for working families 
is offered through tax code 

 If workers don’t file, 
significant tax credits will be 
left unclaimed 

 Refunds boost our local 
economy by increasing sales 
and creating jobs in retail 

Joe Micon, LUM Executive 
Director stated,  

“The positive impact upon 
local families of these dollars 
cannot be understated. Over 
the past 14 years LUM has 
built a strong infrastructure of 
tax expertise, positive 
relationships with clients, 
information technology and a 
pool of committed volunteers 
and generous donors who 
support this program.  

“Of all the wonderful services 
offered by LUM, there is none 
that has a greater positive 
impact on the children and 
families in our community than 
our tax assistance program."  

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online. 

To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives. 

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate. 

Join LUM online — 

Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button. 
If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this email. 

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us 
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691) 

Tippecanoe 4-H — Teach LUM Students 

Last week, Dee Nicley, extension educator 
for Tippecanoe County 4-H Youth 
Development, and Jericha Clampitt, program 
assistant, visited the students in the LUM 
After School Program to teach them about 
Health & Oral Hygiene.  

This hands-on educational presentation first 
revealed to the students the amount of sugar 
in our beverages — and second the affects of 
dark drinks on our teeth. The students were 
given hardboiled eggs stained with a cola soft 
drink, a toothbrush and toothpaste.  

The program demonstrated how difficult it is to remove stains from your teeth after 
drinking dark cola, coffee or tea. The students had a lot of fun “brushing their eggs” — and 
learned a lot about oral hygiene and general health as well. Thanks the Tippecanoe County 
4-H Youth Development program for their continued support of LUM students. 

More PHOTOS of the 4-H program at LUM may be found HERE. To donate to the LUM 
After School Program, click HERE.  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tippecanoe County is offering office 
space (304 square feet) for rent in their building (333 Meridian Street, 
West Lafayette) for $255 per month.  

Quiet office space—perfect for a non-profit organization or 
professional services firm. Easy and ample street parking.  

Please email or call Kris Taylor (kris@ktaylorandassoc.com | 765-404-
8950) for more details or a showing. Please pass this along to others. 

Volunteer Spotlight—Shelter & Bulk Mail 

Here are the current LUM volunteer opportunities: 

LUM Volunteer Opportunities 

 Sunday Noon Meal—Volunteer Coordinator 
The Sunday Noon Meal needs a volunteer each and every 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Each Sunday a “noon meal” is 
offered to the community at the LUM Youth Center, Lafayette. 
The LUM volunteer coordinator assists the weekly “food prep 
team.” If you are interested or need more information please 
click HERE, or please call or email Gina Williams (765-423-
2691 | gwilliams@lumserve.org). 

 Income Tax Preparers 
The LUM Volunteer Tax Assistance Program offers flexible 
hours, the training is provided at no cost, and the time 
commitment is up to you. In all tax volunteer roles, individuals 
who are bilingual, multi-lingual, or have international experience 
are helpful. If you are interested or need more information please 
click HERE, or please call or email Marilyn Zerbes (765-423-
2691 | mzerbes@lumserve.org). 

Please share with others. 

 Emergency Shelter—Overnight Volunteers 
Three volunteers and one staff member are scheduled nightly (8 p.m.—7 a.m. or 8 p.m.
—midnight; every night) at the LUM Emergency Shelter. Each volunteer will be 
assigned various duties including but not limited to Check-in Desk, Kitchen (serve food), 
Hall & Bath (distribute towels, soaps, shampoo, etc.), and assistance at the Winter 
Warming Station. For more information & the training schedule, click HERE — or 
please call or email Gina Williams (765.423.2691 | gwilliams@lumserve.org).  

 LUM Camp Counselors 
Sixty volunteer camp counselors and activity leaders are needed for LUM Camp 2016 — 
August 1-5 at Hanging Rock Camp. LUM Camp is a week-long, overnight camp 
program for low-income children from 8 to 10 years old. Must be able to spend the entire 
week at LUM Camp from 11:00 a.m. on Monday, August 1 to 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
August 5. For  additional LUM Camp volunteer  information, click HERE.  

 Immigration Clinic—Short-hand/Dictation 
The LUM Immigration Clinic is in need of volunteers who have experience taking 
shorthand and dictation. The volunteer would assist in preparing client applications for 
submission to United States Citizenship & Immigration Services. For more information, 
click HERE. 

 LUM Good Samaritan Fund FOLLIES 
Volunteers are needed the LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies fundraising event — to 
set-up (4/14), staff the LUM Follies event (4/15), and break-down (4/15). Perfect for 
groups. Check out the Follies volunteer sign up sheets HERE. 

Spotlight on Overnight Shelter Volunteers — 
Tyler Cornell & Josh Carter. Thanks to Tyler & 
Josh, as well as our shelter staff Gina Williams & 
Joshua Holmes for working during the winter 
storm to serve our shelter guests. When the recent 
winter storm shutdown all of North-central 
Indiana, a dedicated group of volunteers and staff 
kept the LUM Emergency Shelter & Winter 
Warming Station open each night.  
{Pictured L to R: Gina, Tyler, Josh & Joshua.} 

Spotlight also on the 
Bulk Mail Crew led by 
Linda Hicks. Thanks to 
this crew, LUM is able to 
get news & information 
out to our many friends 
and supporters regularly. 

Volunteers are an 
essential part of LUM 
programs & services. 

There are a variety of ways to get engaged and serve your community through LUM.  
For LUM volunteer information, click HERE or see below. 

Office Space—For Rent—West Lafayette 

The fifth annual LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies is a 
lighthearted evening of fine dining, entertainment, fun & 
great fellowship — on Friday, April 15. LUM Good 
Samaritan Fund Follies includes dinner, entertainment (also 
known as Follies), and a silent auction. The best part is that 
100% of the proceeds goes to the LUM Good Samaritan 
Fund, an emergency financial assistance program. 

Make your reservations TODAY—online at 
www.lumserve.org/follies or by calling the LUM Office at 
(765) 423-2691. This year’s donation is $45 per person; 
$360 per table (maximum: 8). If you are not able to attend 
the "LUM Follies" but still wish to make a donation to the 
LUM Good Samaritan Fund — go to www.lumserve.org/
donate.  

If you wish to be a corporate sponsor, call 765-423-2691. 

Make Your Reservation Today — LUM Follies 
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