Thursday, September 8, 2016

Update: Shelter for the Homeless

LUM Emergency Shelter—A Year of Change
Dear Friend,
A year ago, LUM completed a
major evaluation of our homeless
shelter ministry and found that
many of our guests are addicted
to drugs or alcohol and have
burned bridges with family and
friends. Some struggle with
mental illness which prevents
them from holding a job or
leasing an apartment, while
others are victims of domestic
abuse or recently released from
prison and can’t find a job.
Still others with chronic illness or physical disability are without the means to care for
themselves. Our guests were desperately in need of greater help to get off the street and out
of our shelter as quickly as possible. As a result of our evaluation, LUM has implemented
several changes to our program aimed at better serving our homeless guests. Among the
changes are the following:
 Daily one-on-one meetings between shelter guests and LUM staff
 Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are now offered at the LUM shelter each night, run by

leaders in our local AA community who specialize in working with the homeless

 Redoubled efforts to reconnect guests with the support of family and friends
 Provide matching grants to individuals receiving public assistance or employment

income as an incentive to help them move more quickly into a home of their own.

 The LUM Winter Warming Station is now offered between November 15 and April 15 to

ensure added protection against the elements for homeless individuals.

 Investment in security personnel and equipment at the LUM shelter to guarantee the

continued safety of our guests, volunteers and staff.

In the past year, LUM has served 622
individuals in our shelter, and they
stayed a combined 8,232 overnights. As
a result of the changes , LUM has seen
an increase in the number of shelter
guests leaving our facility for a home of
their own, along with a corresponding
decrease in the number of days our
shelter is needed to be used by our
guests. Over the past 12 months, the
average stay of a LUM shelter guest has
dropped from 18 to 13 nights.
I hope you are as excited as I am about these changes and the positive impact they’re
having in the lives of those we serve. LUM is providing more than just a well-run, safe and
secure shelter for homeless individuals — we’re helping with the tools our guests need to
move off the streets of Lafayette and into a home of their own.
Please, won’t you support this important work with your dollars? Your gift of $50, $100,
$250, $500, $1,000, or more, will help to keep LUM’s shelter open and staffed and will
help us to provide our homeless guests with the support they need to leave our shelter for a
home of their own. Perhaps you’ve serve as volunteer, provided a meal, or have been
supportive through your prayers and words of encouragement. My hope now is that you
will join me in supporting LUM’s shelter program with a generous financial gift as well.
Gratefully,
Joe Micon
Executive Director
Lafayette Urban Ministry

P.S. Place your check in the mail or drop it off in our office today. Or, you may give online,
click HERE.
{To read the entire letter, click HERE.}

Hunger Hike—Help the Cause & Have Fun Too
| Donate | Hunger Hike Registration | HH5K Run Registration |
Hunger Hike events are less than three weeks away — and a lot of exciting things are
planned for the Kick-off event and the 5K run. Hunger Hike is FUN! There’s a live DJ,
Zumba, face painting, balloon animals, clowns, the Boilermaker Special, Purdue
Cheerleaders, Purdue Pete — and hot dogs, chips & water when your return from the 3K
walk/hike. Here are the Hunger Hike 2016 details.
Hunger Hike 3K Walk
Sunday, September 18 at
Noon - Check in, DJ, BMS
1:15 p.m - Zumba
2 p.m. - Kick off
Riehle Plaza, Lafayette
HH5K Run
Saturday, September 17 at
8 a.m. - Check in/registration
9 a.m. - Run begins
Parking at White Horse Christian
Center, 1780 Cumberland Ave.,
West Lafayette
To get involved in Hunger Hike 2016 and for more details — click HERE.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — Hunger Hike needs volunteers too. Needs are as follows:




Hunger Hike Kick-off & 3K Walk, Sunday, September 18 – Sign up HERE
HH5K Run, Satur day, September 17 – Sign up HERE
Hunger Hike T-shirts Sales, Sat. & Sun., Sept. 24 & 25 – Sign Up HERE.
For more information, go to www.hungerhike.org/volunteer

Paid Part-time Position—Repair & Maintenance
Lafayette Urban Ministry is currently searching for Repair
& Maintenance Director. For mor e info., click HERE.
This is a paid 12 month position, 15 hours per week
position at the rate of $15.00 per hour.
 Type: Paid, Par t-time (12 month; 15 hours per week)
 Hours: Monday—Friday, occasional weekends
 Pay: $15.00 per hour

If interested—please Email, Mail or Drop-off a Resume with cover letter to the LUM
Executive Director (lum@lumserve.org | 420 N 4th Street, Lafayette, IN 47901) by Noon
on Wednesday, September 14.

Please share with others.

Spanish Conversation Tables — Next Week
LUM Immigration Clinic in partnership
with Ayuda y Aprende offers Spanish
Conversation Tables as a weekly, lunch
-time series — FREE and open to the
public. Lifelong learners gather each
week during their lunch hour to learn
and improve their conversational
Spanish — and connect with their
Spanish speaking neighbors. The
weekly program will return NEXT
Wednesday, September 16 at noon
and will continue for 10 weeks ending
on Wednesday, November 21.
The LUM Spanish Conversation Tables is a weekly series from Noon to 1 p.m. that is ideal
for both beginners as well as those wanting to sharpen their skills in a relaxed, casual
setting. Participants are encouraged to bring along a friend and a brown bag lunch. Please
join us on September 16 fr om Noon to 1 p.m. when the weekly ser ies r esumes.
Esperamos verle allí.
For more information, email Susan Brouillette (sbrouillette@lumserve.org) or click HERE.

LUM Citizenship Classes — Next Week
The LUM Immigration Clinic has teamed up with the
Lafayette Adult Resource Academy to offer FREE
Citizenship Classes for per sons inter ested in
learning more about US history and government.
Details are as follows:





Five-week session— September 13 - October 13
Tuesday and Thursday evenings
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
LARA, 1100 Elizabeth Street, Lafayette

While the class is geared toward preparing permanent
residents for the naturalization exam, anyone is
welcome to attend.
For more information about these classes, click HERE; or call or email Susan Brouillette
(765-423.2691 | sbroullette@lumserve.org).
If you wish to make a donation to the LUM Immigration Clinic, click HERE.

Join LUM online —
Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button.

If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this email.
Questions or comments? E-mail or call us
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691)

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online.
To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives.
Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate.

