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As the beautiful autumn weather emerges and our thoughts turn to sharing 
the holidays with our family & friends, we also remember those for whom 
the past year has been difficult. As Lafayette Urban Ministry gears up to  
offer assistance to these families and their children during the holidays, we 
pray you will help us make this holiday season one of their warmest.  

The Lafayette Urban Ministry Community Thanksgiving Celebration &  
Jubilee Christmas programs have been an impor tant par t of our  com-
munity’s holiday tradition for more than 30 years. It will cost over $9,000 to 
serve the 800 guests who will attend our Community Thanksgiving Celebra-
tion—and it will cost an additional $55,000 to serve the 800 families & 
1,900 children through Jubilee Christmas. Please share as generously as you 
can so that these important community holiday traditions may continue.  

Place your check in the enclosed envelope or give online at www.lumserve.org/donate. 

Each year on Thanksgiving morning, 
hundreds of local runners & walkers 
participate in the Turkey Trot 5K Run/
Walk. It’s a great way to celebrate a 
day of “thanksgiving” while helping 
those in our community in need. Run-
ners, walkers, strollers & dogs are 
welcome. All proceeds benefit Lafa-
yette Urban Ministry.  

To register go to www.lumserve.org/
turkey-trot 
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The 37th annual LUM Jubilee Christmas will be hosting 
over 800 local families bringing joy to over 1900 chil-
dren. The program strengthens low-income families by 
supporting the important roles of moms and dads. Jubilee 
Christmas allows the parents to be the heroes at Christ-
mas. Details are as follows: 

 Saturday, December 10 
 30 different sites—8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

You can help by donating a cash gift of $50, $100, 
$250, $500, or more to LUM’s Jubilee Christmas Pro-
gram.  

Your cash gift to Jubilee Christmas may be given in hon-
or of a friend or family member—in lieu of a holiday gift. 
LUM will send a Holiday Card sharing that a donation 
has been made by you to Jubilee Christmas in their name. 

Donations of new, unwrapped toys, 
clothing (newborn to 12-year-olds), 
and quilts/family blankets are also 
welcome. The Jubilee Christmas Do-
nation Center will be open Monday, 
November 28 through Tuesday, De-
cember 6, weekdays from 1 - 5 p.m. 
(525 N 4th Street, Lafayette—rear 
entrance). 

Volunteers are also needed — sign 
up at www.lumserve.org/volunteer. 

Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

The 30th annual Lafayette Urban Ministry Community 
Thanksgiving Celebration will serve over 800 guests on 
Thanksgiving Day. Details are as follows: 

 Thursday, November 24 
 Noon to 2 p.m. 
 Central Presbyterian Church 

Your gift of $50, $100, $250, $500, or more, will help 
to defray the $9,000 expense for the meal. 

The FREE meal includes a traditional Thanksgiving feast 
with turkey, dressing/stuffing, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, rolls and a variety of pies.  

Volunteers and gifts of food are needed too. Visit LUM’s 
website at www.lumserve.org. 

http://www.lumserve.org/donate
http://www.lumserve.org/turkey-trot
http://www.lumserve.org/turkey-trot
http://www.lumserve.org/volunteer


By Joe Micon, LUM executive director 
It’s Indiana’s 200th birthday!  

In the months ahead we will cel-
ebrate our state’s rich history, its 
famous personalities, its contri-
butions to science, agriculture, 
sports, and the performing arts. 
We will be reminded so many 
times and in so many ways why 
it is that we are proud of our 
Hoosier heritage. I would like to 

add to the festivities by lifting up the contributions of a 
few Hoosier faith leaders. These are men and women 
who, over the past 200 years, have shaped our state, and 
beyond, in especially profound and meaningful ways: 

Robert Owen (1771-1858) 
Robert Owen was a Welsh industrialist and 
social reformer, who created a utopian com-
munity he called New Harmony on 20,000 
acres in Posey County in 1825. While his 
social experiment was an economic failure 
within two years, the community made many 
important contributions to American society. 
New Harmony became known as a center for 
advances in education and scientific re-
search. Its residents established the first free 
public library, a civic drama club, and a pub-
lic school system open to men and women. 
Among the residents were his sons, Indiana congressman 
and social reformer, Robert Dale Owen, who sponsored 
legislation to create the Smithsonian Institution; David 
Dale Owen, noted state and federal geologist; and Richard 
Owen, Indiana University professor and the first president 
of Purdue University.  

Mother Théodore Guérin (1798–1856) 
Sister Saint Théodore, was a French-American and found-
er of the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, Indiana, a congregation of Catholic nuns. She 
was beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1998 and canonized 
in 2006 by Pope Benedict XVI. In 1840, Sister Théodore 
departed from France to America. After a treacherous 
journey to the US, she traveled by steamboat and stage-
coach to the dense forest of the Indiana territory. Sister 
Théodore eventually arrived at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana, a small village in Vigo County a few miles north-
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west of Terre Haute. For several months, she lived packed 
into the small frontier farmhouse of the local Thralls fam-
ily along with a few postulants who had been waiting for 
them. Mother Theodore is particularly known for her ad-
vancement of education, founding numerous schools in 
the Indiana frontier wilderness.  

The Rev. Andrew J. Brown (1921-1996) 
Rev. Brown was a longtime pastor at St. John's Mission-
ary Baptist Church in Indianapolis. In 1962 he organized 
black citizens in Indianapolis to show their voting 
strength — and marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in the Selma to Montgomery March (Alabama) in 1965. 
Rev. Brown most notably founded the Indiana Black Ex-
po. After attending an expo in Chicago, he and a few oth-

er religious and civic leaders decided to es-
tablish an Indiana based Black Expo. They 
understood the need to create an event to 
celebrate positive African-American ideas; 
and so, founded the Indiana Black Expo in 
1970. IBE continues to be a popular summer 
gathering in Indianapolis that annually at-
tracts prominent religious leaders, entertain-
ers, entrepreneurs, athletes and politicians. 

Rabbi Sandy Sasso (1947-    )  
Sandy Sasso was the first woman ordained 
as a rabbi in Judaism’s Reconstructionist 

movement and the second women ordained a rabbi in the 
US. Until her 2013 retirement, Rabbi Sasso and her hus-
band, Rabbi Dennis Sasso, were the senior rabbis at Con-
gregation Beth El Zedeck in Indianapolis. They were the 
first practicing rabbinical couple in Jewish history. Not 
only is Rabbi Sasso a talented and accomplished writer, 
but she has also given freely of her time and creativity to 
initiatives connecting the arts, humanities and religion. 
She is a gifted speaker and storyteller, who consistently 
models civility and respect for others. She often reflects 
on the larger meaning of life, diversity, and excellence.  

Each of these servant leaders personifies what it means to 
live in and for community. During the Indiana Bicenten-
nial Celebration, please take the time to read more about 
these important Indiana faith leaders. I would love to hear 
who you think should be added to the list and why. Email 
me at jmicon@lumserve.org. 

Remember Lafayette Urban Ministry in Your Will 
What would happen if each of us gave a gift in our will, no matter how large or small, 
to the Lafayette Urban Ministry? Your gift could inspire at-risk youth, fight hunger and 
homelessness, work for social justice, create a brighter future for working families, or 
strengthen our community’s social safety net. You would leave a lasting legacy to con-
tinue the work you so strongly supported during your lifetime.  

Please consider including the Lafayette Urban Ministry in your will.  

Contact your attorney or financial advisor; and please call or email Joe Micon, LUM 
executive director (765-423-2691 | jmicon@lumserve.org).  
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Participants gathered with one common goal—to raise 
awareness and raise funds for food programs locally, re-
gionally & globally — through the work of Lafayette Ur-
ban Ministry, Food Finders and the Haiti Ministry at St. 
Tom’s. The Hunger Hike events, though, offered even 
more.  

This year was special from beginning to end. Before it all 
began the crowd was treated to Zumba with Brooke & 
Kasie from Studio b Dance & Fitness and the National 
Anthem sung by Indiana State Representative Sheila 
Klinker & her daughter, Kelly Jacobs, director of music 
for St. Mary Cathedral. Throughout the entire event, there 
was live music by DJ Powder from Rat Pak Mobile DJs, 

 

LUM Immigration Clinic celebrated another significant 
milestone. Daleth Assad became the second individual 
served by the LUM Immigration Clinic to become a US Citi-
zen. Daleth joined about 100 others in the Morton Center at 
the official oath ceremony and 
was sworn in as a US Citizen. 
The LUM Immigration Clinic, 
now starting its third year, 
hopes others learn about their 
services and will follow in her 
footsteps. Daleth Assad is also 
a LUM volunteer and donor. 
She has been providing meals 
regularly at the LUM Emer-
gency Shelter since January. 

For more information about 
the LUM Immigration Clinic, go to www.lumserve.org/
immigration-clinic; or email or call Susan Brouillette 
(sbrouillette@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691).  
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face-painting & balloon animals from the Unlimited 
Smiles Clown Ministry, and massages from Lee Anne 
Akers of Essential Touch Massage.  

Amanda Elmore, US Olympic Gold Medalist (pictured 
left), gave a rousing keynote address preceded by remarks 
from Sharon Versyp, Purdue Women’s Basketball coach; 
Dave Shondell, Purdue Volleyball coach; Dave Kucik, 
Purdue Rowing coach; Sheila Klinker, Indiana State Rep-
resentative; John Dennis, West Lafayette Mayor; Tony 
Roswarski, Lafayette Mayor ; Joe Micon, LUM execu-
tive director; Fr. Patrick Baikauskas, OP, pastor/director 
of campus ministries, St. Thomas Aquinas; Katy Bunder, 
CEO/president, Food Finders Food Bank, Inc.; and Kyle 
Mann, Walmart Market Manager. 

Amanda Elmore also kicked off the Hunger Hike. Purdue 
Pete, Purdue Cheerleaders, Purdue Crew Team, Purdue 
Women’s Basketball Team & Purdue Volleyball Team 
then led the hikers up the John T. Myers Bridge and on 
the Wabash Heritage Trail along the Wabash River. Hun-
ger Hike concluded with a Celebration Picnic with hot 
dogs, chips & bottled water for all participants (Thanks to 
Texas Roadhouse, Frito Lay & Aqua Systems).  

Hunger Hike once again successfully brought much need-
ed attention & funds to the battle against malnutrition, 
food insecurity & hunger. 

The Hunger Hike 2016 
goal has not been met 
yet. Our goal to raise 
more than $101,000 is 
so very close. Each 
year 15% of the dona-
tions are made in the 
two months AFTER 
Hunger Hike. Working 
together this goal can 
be achieved. 

 Donate by mail — 
make checks paya-
ble to Hunger Hike, 
and mail to Hunger 
Hike, 420 N 4th St,, 
Lafayette, IN 47901  

 Donate in person — stop by the LUM Office (420 
N 4th Street, Lafayette), M-F 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 Donate online, go to www.hungerhike.org/donate 

Proceeds support the Lafayette Urban Ministry food 
assistance programs including the St. John’s/LUM 
Food Pantry, Food Finders Food Bank, Inc. and the St. 
Thomas Aquinas Haiti Ministry.  

For more information on Hunger Hike — go to 
www.hungerhike.org. 

You are cordially invited to attend 

Por t  o f  Hope  
benefit for the LUM Immigration Clinic 

| November 10 | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Sylvia’s Brick Oven | 
| Hors d'oeuvre | Cash Bar | Silent Auction | 

| $50 couple, $30 single | www.lumserve.org/port-of-hope | 

http://www.lumserve.org/immigration-clinic
http://www.lumserve.org/immigration-clinic
mailto:sbrouillette@lumserve.org
http://www.hungerhike.org/
http://www.hungerhike.org/donate/
http://www.lumserve.org/port-of-hope
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Join LUM online 

420 N 4th Street, Lafayette, IN 47901-2213 

(765) 423-2691 | lum@lumserve.org | www.lumserve.org 

Touching the future by helping children and families today 
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Ben Murphy is the LUM director  
(part-time) responsible for the 2016 
Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk.  

Originally from Lawrenceburg, 
Kentucky, he now lives in West 
Lafayette with his wife, Alison. Ben 
has a BA in computer graphics & 
management from Purdue. He is 
looking for a position in financial 
advising. 

Christopher Landreth is the new 
LUM director of maintenance (part-
time) responsible for the upkeep of 
LUM buildings, grounds & buses.  

He lives in Rossville and graduated 
from Rossville Consolidated High 
School. Christopher is currently 
enrolled at Ivy Tech Community 
College studying Advanced Auto-
mation & Robotics. 

Lafayetta Tellis is the new LUM 
custodian (part-time).  

She is originally from Chicago and 
now lives in Lafayette with her 
children: Jayla, 10; Jamiya, 9; Je-
rome, 8; & Jeremiah, 4. She gradu-
ated from Marshall High School 
and completed the Serve Safe cer-
tificate. She also works at SIA and 
Bob Evans.  

https://plus.google.com/u/1/b/114180820218386584908/114180820218386584908/posts
http://www.facebook.com/lumserve
https://twitter.com/LUMserve
http://instagram.com/lumserve
http://www.youtube.com/user/LUMserve
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lafayette-urban-ministry/
http://pinterest.com/lumserve/
http://www.lumserve.org/author/lumadmin/
http://lumserve.tumblr.com/

