Thursday, October 13, 2016

U p d a t e : T h e To r c h b e a r e r s
Celebrating Indiana’s Faith Leaders
by Joe Micon, LUM Executive Director
It’s Indiana’s 200th birthday! In the months ahead we will celebr ate our state’s rich
history, its famous personalities, its contributions to science, agriculture, sports, and the
performing arts. We will be reminded so many times and in so many ways why it is that we
are proud of our Hoosier heritage. I would like to add to the festivities by lifting up the
contributions of a few Hoosier faith leaders.
Robert Owen (1771-1858) was social reformer who, in
1825, created New Harmony, a utopian community in Posey
County. The experiment failed but made contributions to
society including starting the first free public library, a civic
drama club, and public school system open to men & women.
Mother Théodore Guérin (1798–1856) was a French
American and founder of the Sisters of Providence of Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana, a congregation of Catholic
nuns. She was beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1998 and
canonized in 2006 by Pope Benedict XVI.
The Rev. Andrew J. Brown (1921-1996) was pastor at St. John's Missionary Baptist
Church in Indianapolis. In 1962 in Indianapolis he organized for voting rights — and
marched with Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Selma to Montgomery March in 1965. Rev.
Brown most notably founded the Indiana Black Expo, which is still popular today.
Rabbi Sandy Sasso (1947- ) was the first woman ordained as a rabbi in Judaism’s
Reconstructionist movement and the second women ordained a rabbi in the US. Until her
2013 retirement, Rabbi Sasso and her husband, Rabbi Dennis Sasso, were the senior rabbis
at Congregation Beth El Zedeck in Indianapolis.
{READ MORE about these LEADERS — click HERE}
Each of these servant leaders personifies what it means to live in and for community.
During the Indiana Bicentennial Celebration, please take the time to read more about these
important Indiana faith leaders. I would love to hear who you think should be added to the
list and why. Email me at jmicon@lumserve.org

Joe Micon — IN Bicentennial Torchbearer
Yesterday, Joe Micon, LUM executive director, was a
torchbearer in the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay — a
3,200 mile journey across the state through each county.
The Torch Relay started on September 9 and ends this
weekend in the state capitol, Indianapolis.
Micon joined 2,200 torchbearers to “inspire and unify
Hoosiers” as well as “symbolically ‘pass the torch’
connecting generations to ignite our future.” He did this by
carrying with him the hopes and dreams of our LUM
students during the Torch Relay. Micon met this summer
with the students enrolled in the LUM 5th Quarter
Summer Learning Program and LUM Camp and recently
with the students in the LUM After School Program.
He asked the children to write a note wishing Indiana a Happy Birthday and include one
“wish” they had for the state in the future. Micon read each one, reflected on them and
carried them in the Torch Relay. Some of the wishes of our LUM students are as follows:





I wish for more jobs. I wish things weren’t so expensive.
I hope we have good schools for children...and good roads.
I wish that everyone is treated nicely. I wish people were treated better
I wish people had food. I wish that no one does not live without food and no one will
starve. I wish that Indiana people are happy.
 I wish nobody will not be homeless.
 I wish cars and buses could fly around the sky. I wish for more zoos.
Congratulations to Joe Micon for being nominated and selected as an Indiana Bicentennial
Torchbearer. Thanks to the children for sharing their wishes, hopes and dreams. Happy
Birthday, Indiana.
To view more pictures of Joe Micon in the Bicentennial Torch Relay, click HERE.

LUM Hosts Purdue Religious Leaders
Last week, LUM hosted the regular meeting of the University
Religious Leaders of Purdue. URL is a consortium of religious
leaders who serve Purdue students in West Lafayette. LUM
provided the space, the LUM Ray Ewry Youth Center, and a
simple lunch — and Joe Micon, LUM executive director, was
given an opportunity to offer brief remarks to the religious
leaders of Purdue.
Micon shared with them the many opportunities to engage their
student members in VOLUNTEER service opportunities
through LUM. The opportunities range from working one-onone with the students in the After School Program to helping
run the Emergency Homeless Shelter.
There are also volunteer needs with each LUM event — including Jubilee Christmas, the
Turkey Trot 5K, Community Thanksgiving Celebration, Port of Hope, LUM Follies, and
Hunger Hike. There are additional opportunities to work directly with LUM clients through
the Good Samaritan Program, Tax Assistance, ID Clinic and Immigration Clinic.
LUM has enjoyed a good partnership with the URL — and this was a great opportunity to
reinforce that relationship. If you or your group wishes to volunteer with LUM, go to our
website to explore and sign up online—click HERE. There are immediate LUM volunteer
needs with Jubilee Christmas, the Turkey Trot 5K Run, After School Program, Community
Thanksgiving Celebration, and Port of Hope.

Port of Hope—Make Your Reservation TODAY
Journey beyond our shores and back by trying tasty delights from around the world and
bidding at the silent auction featuring art and handmade items from around the world.
You are cordially invited to attend

Port of Hope
benefit for the LUM Immigration Clinic
| November 10 | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Sylvia’s Brick Oven |
| Hors d'oeuvres | Cash Bar | Silent Auction |
| $50 couple, $30 single | www.lumserve.org/port-of-hope |
In order to celebrate the melting pot that is Greater Lafayette, including the large contingent
of international students at Purdue, the Lafayette Urban Ministry Immigration Clinic is
holding its first “Port of Hope” Fundraiser on Thursday, November 10 from 5:30 – 7 p.m. at
Sylvia’s Brick Oven in downtown Lafayette. Hors d’oeuvres & appetizers will be served
from local restaurants, international and American, as well as live entertainment from
around the world and a silent auction featuring handmade, global items.
Make your reservations TODAY online, click HERE. If you are not able to attend the Port
of Hope event but still wish to make an investment in the LUM Immigration Clinic, donate
online—click HERE. To sign up to volunteer at Port of Hope, click HERE.

Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk—Register TODAY
Start your holiday off on the right foot by joining us for the
Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk on Thanksgiving mor ning
(11/24) at McAllister Park (former Lafayette Golf Course),
800 Golfview Road, Lafayette. Runners, walkers, strollers,
& dogs are welcome! Turkey Trot details are as follows:
 Registration Fee: Adults — $30 early registration;

Youth (under 13) — $10

 Day of Race: Check-In—6:30 a.m.; Race time—8 a.m.

More information, go to www.turkeytrot5krun.org.
To register for the LUM Turkey Trot 5K, click HERE.
All proceeds benefit local families through Lafayette Urban Ministry.

Rent-A-Rower 2016 — Ready to Help YOU
Rent-a-Rower is a unique service provided
by the Purdue Crew Club that allows YOU
(members of the community) to hire rowing
athletes to help out with housework, yardwork and other tasks.
Rent-A-Rower: $65 for 5 hours of work on
Saturdays — October 22, October 29 &
November 19 (overflow) — at 9 a.m.; and
on Sunday, November 13 at 11 a.m.
If you would like to participate in the Purdue
Crew’s Rent-A-Rower program — and hire
a rower to help out with work around your
house, please fill out this FORM.
If you have any questions about Rent-A-Rower, please ask Purdue Crew on their contact
page or email purdue.rentarower@gmail.com or call 765-494-3120.

“Sig Days of Service” — THIS Weekend
Hire a “Sig” to do your Fall cleaning
projects — and support the LUM Jubilee
Christmas program.
The Purdue chapter of Sigma Chi is hosting
local families for LUM Jubilee Christmas.
You can help Sigma Chi bring Christmas
joy to these families by hiring a “Sig” for
your home projects.
Sig Days of Service will be Sundays (10/16,
10/23, 10/30 & 11/6), from Noon—5 p.m.
Sigma Chi members will do any kind of yard or housework you need—rake leaves, clean
gutters, mulch, mow, trim, etc.—for a contribution of any amount to the Sigma Chi Jubilee
Christmas fund.
For more information, click HERE. To schedule a work group during the Sig Days of
Service, please call or email Drew Greene (317-945-7707 | greene50@purdue.edu).

Join LUM online —
Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button.

If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this email.
Questions or comments? E-mail or call us
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691)

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online.
To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives.
Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate.

