
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Update:  Spot l i ght  on Volunteer —Deb Parent  

A Cornerstone of Lafayette Urban Ministry 

Joe Micon 
Executive Director 
Lafayette Urban Ministry 

Dear Friend, 

Deb Parent is a 
cornerstone of Lafayette 
Urban Ministry. She was 
appointed by her pastor 
to fill St. Mary 
Cathedral’s seat on the 
44 member LUM Board 
of Directors in 2006 and 
quickly became involved 
in many board leadership 
and volunteer 
responsibilities. 

Deb was elected board president in 2012 and continues 
to serve on the LUM Board’s Executive Council. She 
supports LUM’s excellent staff through her work as the 
board’s personnel liaison. She helped lead the 
implementation of the LUM Good Samaritan Fund 
Follies and Port of Hope fundraising events.  

She was instrumental in the creation of LUM’s 
endowment for programs and has regularly helped with 
Hunger Hike, LUM Camp, and Jubilee Christmas. 

More than anything else, Deb’s involvement at LUM has 
been defined by her heartfelt concern and compassion 
for those who are homeless. She spent several years 
volunteering as a case manager helping our homeless 
guests move off the streets, out of our shelter, and into 
more self-sufficient living in a home of their own. She 
even served in an interim position on the LUM staff as 
Emergency Shelter program director. 

It was her passion in this area that recently helped LUM 
re-vision its work with the homeless, allowing us to help 
many individuals off the streets even more quickly than 
before. Honestly, I don’t know what LUM would do 
without Deb and her enthusiasm for our mission. 

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online. 

To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives. 

Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate. 

Join LUM online — 

Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button. 
If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this email. 

Questions or comments? E-mail or call us 
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691) 

Celebrate LUM’s 45th — at LUM Follies 2017 

Join us on Cinco de Mayo for the sixth annual LUM Good 
Samaritan Fund Follies and help us celebrate the 45th 
anniversary of Lafayette Urban Ministry. The event is a 
lighthearted evening of fine dining, entertainment, fun & 
good company — filled with delightful surprises. There will 
be a lovely dinner with fabulous people; a Silent Auction 
filled with unique and priceless items; and local 
entertainment (also known as Follies) that will bring 
laughter, fun and sheer joy to the room.  

The LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies 2017 will also be a 
grand 45th anniversary celebration. The best part though is 
that 100% of the proceeds from this event go to the LUM 
Good Samaritan Fund, an emergency financial assistance 
program that supports local families. 

Make your reservations ($45 per  person; $360 per  table) 
online HERE or by calling (765) 423-2691.  

If you are not able to attend the "LUM Follies" but still wish to make a donation to the 
LUM Good Samaritan Fund — go to www.lumserve.org/donate.  

More ways to get involved in LUM Follies : 
 TALENT Needed — If you have talent & wish to perform at LUM Follies, please email 

us by NEXT Wednesday, March 15 

 Corporate Sponsors — If you wish to be an event sponsor, please email us 

 Silent Auction Donations — If you or your company wishes to donate items to our 
silent auction, please email us 

(765-423-2691 | pmalavenda@lumserve.org | www.lumserve.org/follies) 

| Friday, May 5 | 5:30 p.m. | St. Andrew United Methodist Church | $45 per person | 

While Deb Parent’s 
involvement in LUM is 
indeed significant, she will 
be the first to tell you that 
it pales in comparison to 
the combined efforts of all 
the others, like you, who 
help lead, volunteer, and 
contribute financially to 
our shared ministry here at 
LUM.  

Deb Parent shares that her 
prayers are always with the 
people LUM serves —  

Vote for Matt Painter—Only Until Saturday 

Matt Painter is competing in the Infinity Coaches’ 
Charity Challenge — and has made it to the Final 
Four. If Matt Painter wins — $100,000 will go to the 
Smith Family BReaK Thru Fund. This fund 
supports research for Niemann-Pick Type C disease.  

The Smith Family (pictured with Coach Painter: 
Keaton, Julie & Riley Smith) is a local family whose 
kids have attended TSC schools & Purdue University 
and are parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas Church. 
Three of their four children (Braden, Riley & Keaton) 
have passed away due to Niemann-Pick disease.  

All of the money will be used for research right here at Purdue University. No money will 
go to administrative fees — and $100,000 would be a significant boost for this important 
research. So — for the Smith Family, Niemann-Pick research, research at Purdue…and 
Matt Painter — PLEASE VOTE for  Matt Painter , Purdue Men’s Basketball Coach. You 
may vote each and every day from NOW until THIS Saturday (March 11) at 2:59 p.m. EST. 
Please SHARE with others. 

 To VOTE  — go to www.votemattpainter.com 
 To learn more about the Smith Family BReaK Thru Fund — click HERE 

The Lafayette Urban Ministry 
is an organization of 44 Greater 
Lafayette area churches. We 
serve as a social safety net for 
at-risk children and low-income 
working families. Last year, 
LUM served 5,175 households. 

We help narrow the academic 
achievement gap separating low
-income children from their 
more affluent peers. Through 
LUM’s Enhanced After School 
Program, 5th Quarter Summer 
Learning Retention Program, 
and countless educational 
enrichment activities at LUM 
Camp, our students excel - they 
become better readers, more 
critical thinkers, and are better 
prepared to learn in school. 
More than 200 children are 
served each year. 

We help to ease the income 
inequality gap for working 
families by providing free tax 
preparation services; 
emergency financial assistance 
for housing, utility and 
transportation services; 
supplemental food and nutrition 
aid; and significant family 
support during the holidays 
through the LUM Jubilee 
Christmas and Community 
Thanksgiving Celebration. 
More than 5,000 households 
were served by these programs 
last year. 

We provided overnight shelter 
to 611 homeless individuals, a 
Winter Warming Station for 
154 more, and helped each of 
them with the support and 
direction needed to leave the 
streets for a home of their own. 

During 2016, the LUM ID 
Clinic helped 196 individuals 
regain their photo identification 
cards. Our Immigration Clinic 
helped 39 individuals to 
navigate the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service 
bureaucracy enabling them to 
retain legal status and to remain 
with their families. And LUM’s 
Social Justice Ministry was 
active in communicating with 
elected officials about issues 
affecting those we serve. 

Your past support of LUM has 
been so important to all that has 
been accomplished here. 
Together, we have strengthened 
families, nurtured children and 
made our community a better 
place for everyone. 

I hope you will continue your 
support of LUM by making a 
generous Lenten season gift of 
$50, $100, $250, $500, $1,000, 
or more, today. 

I can think of nowhere else that 
your charitable dollars will 
have greater impact. I can think 
of no better way to practice our 
Lenten discipline than to share 
with those less fortunate. 

and with those who serve others at LUM through their 
gifts of time, talent and treasure. She always keeps her 
eyes and heart open to new ways to be of help to those in 
our community who are struggling. 

In a discussion group that Deb attends, the question was 
recently posed… “How do we answer those who ask us 
what we do?” Her response: “I am at peace sharing that 
my work is whatever God shows or calls me to do today, 
this week, or this year.” For Deb, that work has 
frequently meant active involvement at LUM. 

I am so very grateful for Deb Parent and for all those 
whose hard work and dedication to LUM’s mission 
helps to make our community a more healthy and 
welcoming place for all of its citizens. 

Please give generously so that our  important work 
can continue. Place your check in the mail today or give 
online HERE. 

Gratefully, 

PS — You may also contribute online and find out more about the services offered by 
Lafayette Urban Ministry on our website at www.lumserve.org/donate 

Thank you to Lafayette 
Magazine & Brent Russell 
(photographer) for the 
beautiful spread about the 
2016 LUM Port of Hope 
fundraising event for the LUM 
Immigration Clinic. Pick up 
your copy TODAY.  

Mark your calendars for the 
2017 Port of Hope 
fundraising event on Thursday, 
November 9. To donate to 
the LUM Immigration Clinic, 
click HERE. 

Port of Hope Featured in Local Magazine 
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