Thursday, March 30, 2017

Update: Message from Exec. Director

A Message from Joe Micon, Executive Director of Lafayette Urban Ministry

M

y son, Jonathan, and I visited Charleston,
South Carolina during his recent spring
break. While there, we worshipped with the
congregation of Mother Emmanuel AME
Church. Bearing words of friendship and support from the
44 member-church Lafayette Urban Ministry board of
directors, we were welcomed by Pastor Eric Manning and
church members with warmth, grace and hospitality.
There remain outward signs of the tragedy that occurred
there 21 months ago. A shrine of flowers dignifies the
front entrance to the church. A uniformed security guard
keeps mostly out of sight. Bolts of white satin cover the
communion rail, pulpit and just about everything else on
the alter.

Over the course of the morning’s worship, it was clear to
me that God is hard at work at Mother Emmanuel. Healing
and remembrance remains a major part of the
congregation’s reality. The church has supported family
members of the slain throughout the recent trial and
conviction of the mass murderer.

“As a nation, out of this
terrible tragedy, God has
visited grace upon us, for he
has allowed us to see where
we’ve been blind. He has
given us the chance, where
we’ve been lost, to find our
best selves. We may not have
earned it, this grace, with our
rancor and complacency, and
short-sightedness and fear of
each other -- but we got it all
the same. He gave it to us
anyway. He’s once more
given us grace. But it is up to
us now to make the most of it,
to receive it with gratitude,
and to prove ourselves worthy
of this gift.”
President Barack Obama,
June 26, 2015

They continue that support as the killer’s execution approaches. But mainly I found the
church to be so wonderfully vibrant — a faith-filled place of worship, music, song, prayer,
inspired preaching and service to others. The tragedy has placed the church squarely into the
national epicenter of the struggle for African American civil rights. The congregation
acknowledges that reality and bears the responsibility willingly, with grace and courage.
Jonathan and I both were blessed by our Sunday morning at Mother Emmanuel. Please keep
Pastor Manning, the leadership and entire congregation in your prayers as they seek to be
Christ to each other, to Charleston, and to our entire nation.

Celebrate LUM’s 45 th — at LUM Follies 2017
| Friday, May 5 | 5:30 p.m. | St. Andrew United Methodist Church | $45 per person |

Join us for the 6th annual

LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies
Celebrate the 45th Anniversary of Lafayette Ur ban Ministr y
at LUM Follies — a lighthearted evening of fine dining, entertainment, fun & good company, filled with delightful surprises.
There will be a lovely dinner with fabulous people; a Silent
Auction filled with unique & priceless items; and local entertainment that will bring laughter, fun and sheer joy to the
room.

Make Your Follies Reservation Online at
www.lumserve.org/follies
The LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies 2017 will also be a
grand 45th anniversary celebration.
The best part though is that 100% of the proceeds from this event go to the LUM Good Samaritan Fund, an emergency financial assistance program that supports local families. Last
year the Good Samaritan Program served families 2,232 times and distributed $114,495 to
avert evictions, utility disconnects and other financial crises.
Please support the Good Samaritan Fund by attending this year’s LUM Follies. If you are
not able to attend the "LUM Follies" but still wish to make a donation to the LUM Good
Samaritan Fund — go to www.lumserve.org/donate.
More ways to get involved in the LUM Good Samaritan Fund Follies:
 Corporate Sponsors — If you wish to be an event sponsor, please email us
 Silent Auction Donations — If you, your company, organization or group wishes to
donate items to our silent auction, please email us
(765-423-2691 | pmalavenda@lumserve.org | www.lumserve.org/follies)

Please share this important fundraising event with others.

LUM After School Program Needs Volunteers
When the students enrolled in the LUM After School
Program return from Spring Break on Monday, April
3, volunteers will be needed — through May 18. (ASP
follows the Lafayette School Corporation's regular
calendar.)
Please consider signing up NOW to volunteer for this
important ministry and make a difference in the lives
of children. Volunteers are needed from 2 to 6 p.m.
every week day—as tutors, story readers, spelling test
givers and for helping children in general. To begin the
the “Easy 4-Step Process” to becoming an After
School Program Volunteer, click HERE.
The LUM After School Program is also in need of adults who are willing to Drive a LUM
Bus to pick up the children from school throughout the school year.
For more information about the LUM After School Program, click HERE or call or email
the LUM Youth Programs director, Cindy Haley (765-423-2691 | chaley@lumserve.org).

Meet Pastor Oerter—Central Presbyterian
Recently, Joe Micon, LUM executive director, met
the new pastor at Central Presbyterian Church,
Lafayette — the Rev. Lucia Oerter. Rev. Oerter is
from Indianapolis, and was most recently serving
churches in eight states as a trained Transitional
Pastor. Rev. Oerter earned a bachelor’s degree
from IUPUI and a divinity degree from Christian
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis.
Rev. Lucia Oerter is married to John, who is also a
pastor; and together they have a blended family of
six grown children and eight grandchildren.
Join us in welcoming the Rev. Lucia Oerter and her family to the community.

Vote for Campaign for Hoosier Families
Campaign for Hoosier Families—a program of
the LUM Social Justice Ministry—is competing
in the “Ignite Your Advocacy” Photo Contest.
{See the photo to the left.} If the Campaign for
Hoosier Families wins — the program will
receive a year’s subscription to Ignite, a new
digital advocacy campaign software that will
allow C4HF to create a professional, mobilefriendly action center — plus receive a dedicated
Customer Success Manager to help build a C4HF
advocacy page, help with training and support—
and we’ll have our advocacy mission featured on
Connectivity, CQ Roll Call's resource site for
nonprofits, associations and advocacy
professionals—total value $6,000.
PLEASE VOTE for the Campaign for Hoosier Families. You may vote NOW and each &
every day from NOW until April 15 at 11:59 p.m. EST. Please SHARE with others.

To VOTE — click HERE
LIFE IS BETTER WHEN YOU HAVE SOMEONE BY YOUR SIDE! LuLu MacFluff, the
dog featured in our photo, is a beloved local rescue dog that embodies our belief that all
individuals have value and are deserving of love, respect and support. The Campaign for
Hoosier Families engages local, state, and Federal officials on behalf of low income
families and children. Since it was founded in 1975, LUM has included “advocacy” as part
its mission. In service to this mission, staff, board members, and volunteers have lobbied
public officials so that the working poor are treated justly and that public assistance
programs lead to real and sustainable economic stability. To learn more about the Campaign
for Hoosier Families — click HERE

Join LUM online —
Subscribe to LUM eNews by clicking Subscribe button.

If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this email.
Questions or comments? E-mail or call us
(enews@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691)

If you are having trouble viewing this LUM eNewsletter, click HERE to view it online.
To read past LUM eNewsletters, click HERE to access our LUM eNewsletter archives.
Please share this e-Newsletter with others as you deem appropriate.

