
Published by the Lafayette Urban Ministry 

August 2017 

1 The SEED—August 2017 

Recently a mom shared her concern for her 8 year old daughter’s reading ability stating that “unless she does 

significantly better, the school will have to hold her back.” She asked, “Is there anything LUM can do to help?” YES 

— LUM 5th Quarter Summer Learning Program can help.  

Her daughter was immediately signed up and two trained volunteers were enlisted to tutor her. Soon her vocabulary 

was improving and there was noticeable growth in her reading comprehension and confidence. Mom visited again, this 

time to share with great pride that her daughter passed her ISTEP re-test and improved by 50 points! “You have given 

my daughter a brighter future,” she said. Please, won’t YOU give a child the gift of a brighter future?  

LUM 5th Quarter — Incredible Experience for Youth 

Over the course of the summer, the students enrolled in 

the LUM 5th Quarter Summer Learning Program have 

had an incredible experience. Each day begins with a 

nutritious snack, recreational reading and a fun gathering 

session for our students, teachers and volunteers. Then it 

is on to learning in math, science and social studies. Each 

of these subjects is taught through a combination of 

classroom and online study. There are weekly field trips 

to the public library, Purdue University, or to other 

locations where our students learn and experience new 

things. 

In addition to the daily study sessions & daily recreational 

activities indoors, outdoors and at local parks and pools, 

our students have had several extraordinary “study trips.” 

This summer has included a trip to Duncan Hall to learn 

about manners and dining etiquette, a visit to City Hall 

with Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski and a tour of 

Firehouse 3 and the Police Department.  

A highlight was the “Mini-Space Day” program at Purdue 

University. On the 48th Anniversary of the Moon 

Landing, our students were hosted by the Purdue  

Aeronautics & Astronautics and Space Day; and saw a 

command module & moon rock, explored Mars, took a 

picture with the Neil Armstrong statue and walked in Neil 

Armstrong’s footprints from his walk on the moon. 

Our pre- and post-testing indicates that the LUM 5th 

Quarter students retain more of the knowledge they 

learned in school and are better-prepared to enter the next 

grade level in August when compared to a control group 

of children who did not participate in our program!  

It cost LUM $29,000 to operate the LUM 5th Quarter 

program this summer. Included in that cost are four 

teachers, our online learning software, program supplies, 

snacks and transportation to field trips. Please, won’t 

YOU give a child the gift of a brighter future? Go to 

www.lumserve.org/donate to make a donation. 

http://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/5th-quarter/
http://www.lumserve.org/donate/
http://www.lumserve.org/blog/2017/07/20/lum-students-learn-about-moon-landing/
http://www.lumserve.org/blog/2017/06/16/lafayette-mayor-hosts-lum-students/


I 
n a 1855 dialogue with slave-
owners, the famed African-
American statesman Frederick 
Douglass wrote  

“It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men.” 

 They are words that have always 
been important to me, because while 
LUM does more than its share of 
helping to repair broken adults, it is 
our work with at-risk children that 
provides me with my greatest hope 
for the future. 

During the summer months, LUM is 
heavily invested in the building of 
strong children. Our 5th Quarter 
Summer Learning Program has 
enrolled 50 children this year. We 
work with them everyday to help 
them retain subject matter, through 
the summer months, in math, science 
and reading, so that they are better 
prepared to return to school in Au-
gust. Research shows that as much 
as 60% of the academic achievement 
gap occurs during the summer 
months when low-income children 
are not exposed to the same levels or 
kinds of learning opportunities as 

their more affluent peers. The 5th 
Quarter program at LUM has proven 
successful in reversing this summer 
learning slide. 

LUM Camp serves 90 children in 
a week-long, overnight, summer 
camp setting. There are campfire 
songs, skits, hiking, swimming hors-
es, boating, morning chapel, great 
food, awesome counselors and all 
the other things a great camp should 
have. But we also use the opportuni-
ty to engage the children in fun the-
matic learning that bolsters their aca-
demic skills along with their confi-
dence and self-esteem. At LUM 
Camp, we take advantage of every 
moment we have together with a 
child to help them prepare for a fu-
ture bright with promise. 

Right now, we are also registering 
children for the August 8 start of the 
LUM After School Program. We 
hope to increase our enrollment to 
70 children this year. The LUM Af-
ter School Program provides home-
work help and plenty of reading time 
to children - all in a safe and caring 
environment - until mom or dad 

come to take them home at end of 
their workday. If you are interested 
in working as a LUM After School 
Program Tutor, we could use your  
help for two hours, one day each 
week, during the school year. Email 
or call Amanda Bazjatt 
(abazjatt@lumserve.org | 765-423-
2691) 

How grateful I am that through your 
gifts of time and financial support, 
you not only help LUM to repair 
those who are broken but you also 
provide children in our community 
with the care, support and resources 
they need to grow into healthy and 
productive adults. 

A Letter from Joe Micon, Executive Director of Lafayette Urban Ministry 

2 The SEED—August 2017 

Lafayette Urban Ministry has been blessed with five special gifts. Special thanks to 
the following: 

 Purdue Crew Team donated $13,150 to the LUM Good Samaritan Fund from 
their 8th annual Row-A-Thon fundraising event — a 35% increase over last 
year’s amount. Pictured right top. 

 Seven downtown churches participated in Worship in the Streets — and the 
sponsoring churches donated $496.27 to LUM. The participating churches were 
Brown St. United Methodist Church, Congress St. United Methodist Church, 
First Baptist Church, First Christian Church, St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Trinity United Methodist Church & University Church. 

 LUM was awarded two Community Development Block Grants from both the 
City of Lafayette & the City of West Lafayette. LUM was awarded $15,000 
from Lafayette and $6,800 from West Lafayette — totaling $21,800. 

 Subaru of Indiana Automotive awarded LUM a $1,000 grant in celebrating 
their 30th Anniversary. Thirty grants went to 30 local nonprofits, which were 
nominated and voted on by their associates.  

 Creasy Springs Health Campus presented LUM with a gift of $3,395.91 
from their annual Hope for the Holidays, which included Breakfast with Santa, 
Dine & Dash Lasagna Dinner, employee PTO donations and the monthly 
employee fundraising luncheons. Pictured right bottom. 

http://www.lumserve.org/blog/2017/06/16/lafayette-mayor-hosts-lum-students/
http://www.lumserve.org/blog/2017/06/16/lafayette-mayor-hosts-lum-students/
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/lum-camp/
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/after-school-program/
mailto:abajzatt@lumserve.org
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/assistance-programs/good-samaritan-program/
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/


Wednesday night 
at LUM Camp is 
our traditional 
Board Night. 

On August 2, our 
friends & board 
members met in 
Lafayette and 
traveled in the 
LUM bus out to 
camp at Hanging 
Rock Assembly 
Camp in Warren 
County.  

When our LUM friends & board members arrived at 
camp they met the campers and sang camp songs. They 
were then treated to an authentic camp supper followed 
by an ice cream social —sundaes with all the fixin’s. Our 
guests scooped and served the ice cream to our campers 
which encouraged more interaction. The evening included 
an entertaining presentation by Professor Steve and his 
Amazing World of Science. You could tell that our guests 
enjoyed returning to their childhood for a few hours and 
our campers enjoyed having them visit for the evening. 

LUM Camp is an overnight summer camp for boys and 
girls, 8, 9 and 10 years old. They are children who come 
from families served by the Lafayette Urban Ministry. 
Our camp includes all the traditional activities a great 

camp should: morning chapel, horseback riding, 
swimming, nature hikes, boating, arts and crafts, 
campfires and an outstanding staff of camp counselors. 

But along with these, LUM Camp focuses on interactive 
and experiential learning. Our theme was When I Grow 
Up. Throughout camp, our campers spent much of our 
week talking  about and exploring careers and the 
educational foundation they will need to secure a future 
bright with promise. LUM Campers left camp more 
inspired and prepared to pursue their future 

They met with scientists, educators, civil servants, health 
care professionals, trade workers, information technology 
experts and small business owners — professionals from 
hospitality, manufacturing and human resource — as well 
as artists, entertainers, graphic designers and electronic 

media experts. In addition, we lifted up the importance of 
education as we discussed and modeled the interpersonal 
skills needed to be successful in whatever career paths 
they choose. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make LUM Camp 
2017 possible. Through your donations, campership gifts, 
and volunteer time, you have once again made it possible 
for our LUM Campers to have a positive, life-changing 
experience that they will remember fondly for the rest of 
their lives.  

If you wish to make a donation to LUM Camp, go to 
www.lumserve.org/donate. 

LUM Camp 2017 — 53rd Annual — Best Camp Ever! 
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Summertime — Fun, Travel & Reflection 

Summer is in full swing and many are travelling and 
enjoying friends and family. It is also a season for planning. 
At LUM, staff are looking toward the future — preparing 
for programs like Hunger Hike, Port of Hope and Jubilee 
Christmas. So too could you be spending some time this 
summer planning for the future and thinking about the less 
fortunate. 

Perhaps you can begin creating a personal legacy by 
continuing your support of the mission of Lafayette Urban 
Ministry beyond your  own lifetime. During our  
lifetimes, we support our neighbors with our gifts to LUM, 
but through Planned Giving your support will continue for 
all perpetuity. 

It’s a win-win Estate Planning strategy for you and LUM. In addition to the altruistic benefits, your charitable gifts bring 
tax relief — and planned giving allows you to make a larger gift than you could make from income alone. Whether you 
use cash, appreciated securities/stock, real estate, artwork, partnership interests, personal property, life insurance or a 
retirement plan, the benefits of Estate Planned Gifts can make this attractive to you as a well as LUM. You may 
also remember LUM in your will. First, meet with your professional advisor. When you are ready to begin the 
conversation, please email or call Joe Micon, LUM executive director , who is eager  to meet with you 
(jmicon@lumserve.org | 765-423-2691).  

Whatever you decide — enjoy the rest of your summer — and think for a moment about the LUM mission and the 
families we serve. Go to www.lumserve.org/donate to make a donation. 

http://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/lum-camp/
http://www.lumserve.org/donate/
mailto:jmicon@lumserve.org
http://www.lumserve.org/donate/
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/lum-camp/
http://www.lumserve.org/blog/2017/06/22/summertime-fun-travel-reflection/
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Touching the future by helping children and families today 
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Join LUM online 

Upcoming LUM Programs — Save the Dates 
Before your summer gets away from you — add these important LUM programs to your calendar.  

Go to www.lumserve.org/calendar 

Hunger Hike (September 16-17)  
Saturday, September 16 is the 5th Annual HH5K Run. Sunday (September 17) is the 25th annual Hunger Hike 3K Walk. 
Proceeds benefit LUM Food Programs, Food Finders Food Bank Inc., & St. Thomas Aquinas’ Haiti Ministry. Mark your 
calendars and get your team together. Go to www.hungerhike.org 

Port of Hope (November 9)  
Port of Hope is a fundraising event for the LUM Immigration Clinic on Thursday, November 9 at Lafayette Brewing Co. 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Live entertainment, hors d’oeuvres & cash bar. Go to www.lumserve.org/port-of-hope 

Turkey Trot 5K Walk/Run (November 23)  
The Turkey Trot 5K is a fundraising event supporting LUM on Thanksgiving morning at 8 a.m. at McAllister Park, 
Lafayette. It is open to runners of all ages and abilities and welcomes runners, walkers, dogs, strollers, wagons, turkey 
hats and more. Go to www.turkeytrot5krun.org. 

Other Important Dates: . 

August 8 — LUM After School Program - First Day; Oct. 5 & Nov. 7 — Jubilee Christmas Coordinators Meetings 

Community Thanksgiving Celebration (November 23)  
The LUM Community Thanksgiving Celebration is on Thanksgiving Day from noon to 2 p.m. at Central Presbyterian 
Church (Lafayette). More than 800 people will be served dinner & dessert. Go to www.lumserve.org/thanksgiving 

Jubilee Christmas (December 9)  
LUM Jubilee Christmas serves over 600 families and 1,800 children. Parents visit one of dozens of churches and shop 
for their children. In addition to the toys and clothes, each family also receives a ham and homemade cookies to make 
Christmas dinner special too. Go to www.lumserve.org/jubilee 

mailto:lum@lumserve.org
http://www.lumserve.org
https://plus.google.com/u/1/b/114180820218386584908/114180820218386584908/posts
http://www.facebook.com/lumserve
https://twitter.com/LUMserve
http://instagram.com/lumserve
http://www.youtube.com/user/LUMserve
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lafayette-urban-ministry/
http://pinterest.com/lumserve/
http://www.lumserve.org/author/lumadmin/
http://lumserve.tumblr.com/
http://www.lumserve.org/calendar
http://www.hungerhike.org
http://www.hungerhike.org
http://www.lumserve.org/port-of-hope
http://www.lumserve.org/port-of-hope
http://www.turkeytrot5krun.org
http://www.turkeytrot5krun.org
http://www.lumserve.org/thanksgiving
http://www.lumserve.org/thanksgiving
http://www.lumserve.org/jubilee
http://www.lumserve.org/jubilee

