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elieve it or not, summer is the
perfect time to engage in volunteer work. While it’s wonderful
to serve all year long, summer is an
especially good time to get involved in
something worthwhile — like Lafayette Urban Ministry — because the
needs are great and the opportunities
are exciting.
Each summer, LUM has a challenge
finding volunteers because student organizations don’t meet and retirees
often take a break from volunteering.
You and your family typically have
more free time in the summer and have
more time to volunteer.

Would YOU please consider volunteering during the
LUM Summer of Service?
Starting this month LUM has several
exciting opportunities to serve those
less fortunate.

Volunteers are needed with the LUM
food pantries, homeless shelter,
youth programs including the fullday, child care program and summer
camp, as well as with buildings &
grounds.

Below are examples of how to get engaged with LUM today. For more information, go to LUMserve.org/
Volunteering with LUM gives you the volunteer; or email or call Terri Anderchance to have an immediate positive son, the new LUM volunteer coordinaimpact on individuals, children & fam- tor (tanderson@LUMserve.org | 765ilies in your community, allowing you 423-2691).
to see the fruits of your labor.
Civic engagement has benefits for
you too. Volunteers often share that
the experience expands their
knowledge and understanding of
others, gives them a sense of purpose, makes them happier, boosts
their self-esteem, teaches them a
new skill, fires up their brain, and
allows them to meet new people and
build a community network.
So, follow your passion, find some-

LUM Camp—Counselors
Needed from 11 a.m. on Monday, July
26 to 4 p.m. on Friday, July 30. With
two other staff, oversee a group of ten
children during a four-day, overnight
camp. Support each child with structured activities. Training is provided.
Shelter—Overnight Volunteers
Needed each evening from 8 p.m. - 7 a.m.
or 8 p.m. - midnight. Check-in guests,
serve meals and distribute bedding &
Serving at LUM ranges from assisting a shower items. Training is provided.
client one-on-one to preparing a meal.
Shelter—Provide Meals
There are opportunities that fit every
schedule, from regular long-term com- A simple meal for 44 shelter guests is
needed each evening at 8 p.m. Planning
mitments to one time jobs, and weekday, weekend, afternoon or overnight. and preparing a meal is a great activity
for groups. You may stay and serve the
Some require training, but most just a
meal or drop it off in advance.
willing heart and a helping hand.
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thing that excites you, convince a
friend or two to join you and make this
your “LUM Summer of Service.”

Child Care—Teacher’s Aides
Needed each weekday from 7 a.m. - 6
p.m. Help children with math, reading,
arts & crafts and recreation; prepare
and serve snack and lunch, and supervise study trips. Training provided.
Food Pantries
Needed Thursdays & Fridays from 7
a.m. - noon. Check-in clients, enter data, pick up food, assist clients in shopping & organize pantry.
Afternoon Receptionist
Needed each weekday afternoon from
noon to 4:30 p.m. It’s a recurring, daytime service opportunity, typically one
afternoon every two weeks. Greet
guests, answer phones & complete general clerical duties. Training provided.
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During the first four months of 2021, Lafayette Urban Ministry provided rapid help to 1,080 local households
through one or more of our 16 programs. During the pandemic, LUM continued to offer local families financial &
food assistance, immigration services, and shelter for those
experiencing homelessness. Families were given much
needed support, and children were given a safe and loving
environment for remote learning and after school care.
LUM program details are as follows:
STRENGTHENING FAMILIES...so far in 2021:
• Emergency Shelter for the homeless—164 individuals
were provided overnight accommodations 2,661 times.
• Good Samaritan Fund—$56,409 in direct cash assistance was provided to 473 households.
• ID Clinic—41 individuals were served.
• Immigration Clinic—10 individuals were served.
• New Opportunity Fund—1 individual received a grant
to move into their own home.
• Protein Food Pantry—414 households were served.
• Tax Assistance Program (free income tax preparation
for low-wage workers)—242 tax returns filed from midJanuary through mid-April. Tax refunds and credits totaling $373,176 were returned to those households — an
average refund of $1,542 per household. The average
annual adjusted gross income for those served by the program was $21,176.
• Winter Warming Station—160 individuals used the
Winter Warming Station for a total of 778 visits.

SUPPORTING CHILDREN...so far in 2021:
• 5th Quarter Summer Learning Program
— 59 children are currently enrolled (starts on June 7).
• After School Program—60 Kindergarten through 8th
grade students participated in the program during the
2020 - 2021 school year.
• LUM Camp—80 children, 40 counselors and 25 program leaders will be in attendance at this overnight summer camp for children (8 to 10 years old) during the last
week of July.
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LUM relies on donations from individuals and groups to
offer programs that strengthen families & children in our
community. LUM has recently been blessed with several
special gifts.
• Purdue Crew Team hosted a modified Row-a-Thon this
year and donated $20,028.78 to the LUM Good Samaritan Fund. Wes Tillett, LUM executive director, accepted
the big check from Kylen Pattermann, Purdue Crew novice women’s coach; Jason Mitchell, assistant coach/
women’s coach; David Kucik, head coach; and Kelsey
D’Amico, president (pictured L to R).

• The McAllister Foundation recently awarded the LUM
Youth Programs a $25,000 grant toward a new elevator
in the LUM Ray Ewry Center.
• The Ball Corporation awarded $6,750 to LUM to combat the impact of COVID-19 on our community.
• Fairfield Township in Tippecanoe County awarded
$5,400 to the LUM Good Samaritan Program.
• LUM Homeless Services was awarded $17,500 from
West Lafayette from the CARES Act funds through the
Community Development Block Grants.
• Lafayette Catholic Schools & Central Catholic School
donated $1,231.43 to the LUM Emergency Shelter.
• United Way of Greater Lafayette donated $42,141 to
the LUM Good Samaritan Program and $885.50 to LUM
programs to bring COVID-19 relief to local individuals
and families.
Several churches also made donations to LUM programs:
• Central Presbyterian Church ($2,625)
• Church of the Blessed Sacrament ($1,518)
• Community Reformed Church ($2,000)
• Dayton Memorial Presbyterian Church ($3,723)
• Faith Presbyterian Church ($3,795)
• Federated Church ($1,475)
• First Baptist Church ($5,100)
• Our Saviour Lutheran Church ($2,125)
• Renewal Church Lafayette ($5,000)
LUM is grateful for the support — especially during times
like these. If you wish to make a donation, go to
LUMserve.org/donate or use the enclosed envelope.
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Clinic Director
What I appreciate the most about the
LUM Immigration Clinic

Where I want the
LUM Immigration Clinic to be in the future

The vision I have for the LUM ImI know from my own experience as an
migration Clinic is to thrive. We are
immigrant how difficult it is to move to
doing important work today, but can
another country. What I appreciate
always improve how we serve others
about the LUM Immigration Clinic is
and expand into new areas to serve
that we rarely talk about the financial
more. As an example, I would like to
cost and simply focus on assisting one
see the LUM Immigration Clinic
of our neighbors in need. Challenges
assist more clients through the long
are really just barriers that can be faced
and complicated Immigration Court
and overcome with the proper
process. If we focus on getting more
knowledge and resources. Many times
of our volunteers fully accredited
we simply need to point someone in the
then we will be able to represent
right direction by giving them advice
Christian Gallo with a grateful client
more clients. We also can do a better
on the best way to proceed or advocating for them throughout the process. People need the LUM job of supporting our volunteers with resources and training. The LUM Immigration Clinic must also engage with
Immigration Clinic to empower them to exercise their leour local, state and federal elected officials and organizagal rights despite any cultural or financial barriers. With
tions, including foreign national consulates, to increase
more than 15 years experience in the immigration area, I
awareness and to better serve our community as a whole.
have helped many people from various parts of the world
but am still not comfortable with the gratitude and praise
Christian Gallo is the LUM Immigration Clinic director.
we receive from our clients. I do understand that is an
He grew up in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Christian earned
emotional turning point for them. With LUM’s help, they
his bachelor’s degree from Colegio Champagnat, Master
are now able to move forward with new hope and freein Laws degree from Indiana University, and JD from
dom. After all, isn't that why we come to the US?
Universidad Católica Argentina (Buenos Aires).

Summer break is an exhilarating and
liberating time of year. But for some
of the children summer also means a
lack of intellectual stimulation, little
adventure, and inadequate nutrition. It
is important to LUM to offer more
learning, adventure, and nutritious
food to children whose families lack
the resources to make these happen.

LUM Camp is a weeklong overnight
camp for boys and girls, ages 8, 9, and
10, from families served by Lafayette
Urban Ministry. Scores of local children will jump on a bus and head to
Hanging Rock Camp from July 27 to
30. LUM Camp includes nature hikes,
arts and crafts, boating, swimming,
morning chapel, wall-climbing, ziplining, delicious meals, and caring
LUM 5th Quarter Summer Learnstaff and counselors. This year’s theme
ing Program (summer child care)
is “Brain Builders,” which will cover
opens June 7, welcoming students
how to feed and stimulate the brain
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to
with intentional learning and wellness
6 p.m. The program includes math
activities.
challenges, regular reading, experiential science labs, meals & snacks as
Invest in local children with a donation
well as recreation and fun. When the
to the LUM Youth Programs. Send
school year begins in the Fall, our stu- children to LUM Camp for $200 per
dents will be better prepared academi- camper; or make a donation to 5th
cally.
Quarter Summer Learning Program,

which will provide a study trip, an art
class, a science lab or a visit to a local
pool or park. To learn more, go to
LUMserve.org/youth-programs.

Community
Immigration Clinic Fundraiser

Sunday, September 19
Thursday, November 25
Thursday, November 4
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m. | Lafayette Brewing Noon | Central Presbyterian
Riehle Plaza, Lafayette, IN
Church, Lafayette, IN
Co., Lafayette, IN
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Thursday, November 25
8 a.m.
Celery Bog Nature Area,
West Lafayette, IN
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Touching the future by helping children and families today

The Seed — June 2021
Return Service Requested

As LUM celebrates 49 years of
ministry to the Greater Lafayette
community, the leadership is
ready to “Launch” a new look, a
new logo and a new brand. The
event details are as follows:
• Friday, June 11
• 7 – 8:30 p.m.
• Connection Point Church,
West Lafayette
• Refreshments |
Live Entertainment |
FREE LUM Logo giveaways
At the LUM Logo Launch
event, Wes Tillett, LUM executive director, will honor the past
and the enduring legacy of Lafayette Urban Ministry. In preparation for LUM’s 50th anniversary, the new Logo signifies a
new era with a renewed commitment to offering help and hope to our neighbors in need. Please join us for this historic
event and renew your commitment to LUM. RSVP by emailing your name and number in your party to lum@LUMserve.org.

Join LUM online
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