
A s you start to plan for the holidays with your family and friends, please consider engaging or investing 

in these important LUM holiday programs. The LUM Community Thanksgiving Feast and Jubilee 

Christmas are designed to uplift the people of Greater Lafayette by offering community and joy dur-

ing the holiday. Please consider making a donation and volunteering at these LUM holiday events or partici-

pating in the Port of Hope fundraising event for the LUM Immigration Clinic and the Turkey Trot 5K Run. 

Information on these and other program may be found in this edition of the LUM Seed Newsletter. 
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T H A N K S G I V I N G  
The 35th annual Lafayette Urban Ministry Community 

Thanksgiving Feast  is a holiday feast for more than 

800 guests on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 

24) from Noon to 2 p.m. The FREE meal includes a tradi-

tional Thanksgiving feast with turkey, stuffing/dressing, 

mashed potatoes, green beans, rolls and a variety of pies 

& desserts. Similar to last year’s event, this year’s event 

will mostly be to-go 

only. Monetary gifts 

are appreciated to 

help defray the 

$9,000 expense for 

the meal. Volun-

teers and donations 

of food & supplies 

are needed. To do-

nate and/or sign up 

to volunteer, go to LUMserve.org/thanksgiving . 

Another way to help is to participate in the LUM Turkey 

Trot 5K Run on Thanksgiving morning. This event gives 

runners & walkers a chance to participate in a fun com-

munity event while supporting and investing in the com-

munity through the work of LUM. For more details and to 

register, go to turkeytrot5krun .org. 
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C H R I S T M A S  
Plans for the 41st annual LUM Jubilee 

Christmas events are well underway. 

LUM is hopeful that the events will be 

more interactive this year — but will 

be ready for curb-side or walk through 

events, if needed. Host site coordina-

tors have been meeting since Septem-

ber to prepare for a variety of scenari-

os. The only thing that is certain is that 

on Saturday, December 11, Jubilee Christmas will provide 

for close to 600 local families, impacting more than 1,500 

children. The program strengthens low-income families by 

making the parents the heroes on 

Christmas day.  

Donations are appreciated and vol-

unteers will be needed as well. 

You may also give your gift in 

honor of a friend or family mem-

ber in lieu of a holiday gift. LUM 

will send a card sharing that a do-

nation has been made by you to 

Jubilee Christmas in their name. 

To make a donation and/or sign up 

to volunteer, go to LUMserve.org/jubilee . 

https://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/assistance-programs/immigration-clinic/port-of-hope/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/assistance-programs/immigration-clinic/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/events/turkey-trot/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/events/turkey-trot/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/events/turkey-trot/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/events/turkey-trot/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/jubilee-christmas-donations/
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H unger Hike 2021 returned to Riehle Plaza in 
downtown Lafayette (IN) on Sunday, September 

19 and was a tremendous success. The outdoor, 
kick off event began with a blessing by the Rev. Dr. Hila-
ry Cooke, a spirited cheer from the Purdue Cheerleaders 

& Purdue Pete, and live music from Briton Weise (former 
LUM staff member). The US National Anthem was sung 

by Indiana State Representative Sheila Klinker & her 
daughter, Kelly Jacobs; and there was DJ music, face-
painting, balloon animals, clowns, and enchanted prin-

cesses.  

In attendance offering support were local religious lead-
ers and dignitaries including Indiana State Representative 
Chris Campbell, West Lafayette City Clerk Sana Booker 

& West Lafayette Council Member Kathy Parker. Hun-
ger Hike co-chairs, Purdue Coaches, Nate Walker 
& Katie Gearlds, made an appearance. Purdue Pete, Pur-

due Cheerleaders, and the Purdue Crew Team led the 
hikers up the Wabash Heritage Trail along the Wabash 

River. In addition to strict safety and health protocols, 
participants were offered water and chips. 

For 29 years, Hunger Hike has brought much needed 
attention — and raised more than $2.2 million — to 

overcome malnutrition, food insecurity & hunger locally, 
regionally & globally. So far this year, more than 
$100,000 has been raised.  And YES! You still may do-

nate to Hunger Hike, a Hunger Hike Team, or a 
“Hiker.” To donate by text, text HHIKE to 71777. Help 

Hunger Hike 2021 exceed last year's total of $125,000.  

Hunger Hike is one of longest running & well-respected 
fundraising events. Proceeds from Hunger Hike support the 
work of three local agencies – Lafayette Urban Ministry, 

Food Finders Food Bank, Inc. & the St. Thomas Aquinas 

Haiti Ministry. Hunger Hike is an opportunity to support 
these outstanding local organizations while being part of a 

meaningful community event. Thank you to all of our pas-
sionate participants & generous sponsors for another spirit-
ed (and safe) outdoor event. Go to HungerHike.org. 

Allie Parker 
grew up in 
West Lafayette 
and now lives 
in Lafayette. 
She graduated 
from West 
Lafayette High 
School and 
earned a BA in 

Anthropology and a BS in Arts Admin-
istration from Butler University. 

At LUM, Allie will direct both the 
Community Thanksgiving Feast and 
Jubilee Christmas. She volunteered 

with both programs in the past with her 
family and through her church, Central 
Presbyterian, Lafayette. In addition to 
LUM, Allie has volunteered with the 
Starfish Initiative as a mentor for aca-
demically promising youth and as a 
member of the Presbyterian Youth Tri-
ennium Administration Planning Team. 

Allie is inspired by the Bible passage, 
"And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your 
God" (Micah 6:8). It is this verse that 
drew her to this position and will give 
her the most pride in her work with 

LUM. Allie shared that she is most 
excited about uplifting individuals, 
families and children through the Com-
munity Thanksgiving Feast and Jubilee 
Christmas, while giving others the op-
portunity to assist their neighbors, en-
gage in their community and make a 
positive difference.  

LUM is fortunate to have someone 
with Allie's passion and experience 
leading these two important programs. 

Donations and volunteers are needed 
for the Community Thanksgiving Feast 
and Jubilee Christmas. Sign up today 
— and share with others. 

https://www.hungerhike.org/donate/
https://www.HungerHike.org
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
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http://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
http://www.lumserve.org/programs/food-programs/thanksgiving/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/
https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/
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https://www.lumserve.org/programs/children-families/jubilee-christmas/


T h e  I M M I G R A T I O N  C L I N I C  
The LUM Immigration Clinic is 

staff by highly skilled, trained & ac-

credited volunteers and two staff 

members. The number of clients be-

ing served is steadily increasing dur-

ing the pandemic. The Citizenship 

Classes in partnership with LARA 

will resume in the spring. Yanina 

Gomez Szyszko is the new assistant 

director and already having a positive 

impact. And the entire team led by 

Christian Gallo, director, is getting 

ready to support Afghan refugees 

who may settle in our community.  

The work of the LUM Immigration 

Clinic has never been more important 

than now. If you wish to make an investment in the LUM Immigration  

Clinic, make an online donation at LUMserve.org/donate. 
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LUM Needs YOU — LUM relies on volunteers to assist with each program and to staff each event.  

If you’re interested in getting engaged with LUM, go to LUMserve.org/volunteer or email volunteer@LUMserve.org. 

  LUM 2021 Impact So Far: 

• 1,433 - Good Samaritan 

Program visits for 

housing, utility and  

health-care requests 

• $134,073 - Amount of 

Good Samaritan Fund assistance disbursed 

• 229 Total Children served: LUM Camp (74), 

After School Program (91), and  

5th Quarter Summer Learning Program (64) 

• 1,110 Visits to LUM Food Pantries 

• 101 Immigration Clinic cases 

• 104 ID Clinic cases 

• 6,139 Stays at the Emergency Shelter 

• 280 - Emergency Shelter & Winter Warming 

Station — number of individuals served 

• 3 Emergency Shelter guests provided 

housing through the New Opportunity Fund 

• 187 Households provided free Tax 

Assistance 

L afayette Urban Ministry is 

happy to report that 2,106 

unique individuals and low-

income households were assisted 

so far in 2021. All throughout 

the pandemic, LUM has nurtured 

and educated children, sheltered 

families, fed the hungry, support-

ed the legal immigrant, and 

helped our neighbors experienc-

ing homelessness become more 

self-sufficient. Thanks to your 

love and generous support, LUM 

continues to make Greater Lafa-

yette a better place for all of its 

citizens. Please remember LUM 

through the remainder of 2021 

by participating in one of our 

upcoming events, volunteering, 

and/or by giving a financial gift!  

Go to LUMserve.org. 

Port of Hope is an exciting fundrais-

ing event benefiting the LUM Immi-

gration Clinic, which includes hors 

d’oeuvres from local restaurants, live 

performances, a Marketplace with 

unique experiences, and a cash bar.  

Port of Hope details are as follows: 

• Date: Thursday, November 4 
• Time: 5:30 – 8 p.m. 
• Place: Lafayette Brewing Co.,  

 622 Main St., Lafayette 
• Tickets: $50 per person 

More information, to purchase tickets 

or to make a donation, go to  

LUMserve.org/port-of-hope.  

If your business or group If your busi-

ness or group would like to become an 

event sponsor, poh@LUMserve.org. 
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I n 1972, a small group of dedicated individuals success-

fully incorporated a new social services agency in 

Tippecanoe County — Lafayette Urban Ministry. 

There will be a grand, year-long celebration of the LUM 

50th Anniversary — and YOU are invited. It all kicks off 

at a celebration on Friday, April 8, 2022, at the historic 

Long Center in downtown Lafayette, Indiana. 

Mark your calendars and plan on joining us to honor the 

leadership, shareholders, programs & services, and impact 

of Lafayette Urban Ministry for the last half-century.  

LUM also invites you to be a part of the vision for the next 

50 years, which will include an in-depth and strategic look 

at the sustainable future for Lafayette Urban Ministry as a 

valuable asset to the people, families, and children in our 

community for generations to come. 

“Tackling basic human needs &  

Uplifting the people of Great Lafayette.” 

Join LUM online 

https://flickr.com/photos/lumserve/sets
http://www.facebook.com/lumserve
https://twitter.com/LUMserve
http://instagram.com/lumserve
http://www.youtube.com/user/LUMserve
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lafayette-urban-ministry/
http://pinterest.com/lumserve/
http://www.lumserve.org/author/lumadmin/
http://lumserve.tumblr.com/

